COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

9th December, 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

Apology:

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Cllr. Christy Warnock





PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
held on Wednesday 11th November 2009 
The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th November 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised an issue in the Minutes in relation to the Cathedral Junction and he noted following a meeting with the members of the Town Council and the County Councillors in the Mid Longford Electoral Area that the objections which this Council had to the construction of build-outs at Main Street were not heeded.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that they were informed at that meeting by officials from the County Council that this matter was not Town Council responsibility.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the County Council Engineers showed a complete disregard for the opinions of the Town Council and that members of the Town Council were not informed of the present situation with the School Warden at St. Joseph’s National School on the Dublin Road.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he was appalled at the decisions made by the County Council in view of the objections from the Town Council and he noted that he had not received a reply from the Senior Engineer in relation to the Traffic Lights at Ballymahon Street.  Cllr. Connell stated that the businesses were not consulted and on his proposal, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, it was recommended that work being carried out at the Dublin Road as part of the Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme be halted immediately.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that this was the fourth year in succession that business in town was being upset by the construction of road works and she stated that there appeared to be no consultation in this matter.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the County Council showed no regard for the view of the Town Council in this mater and Cllr. Mitchell stated that the County Council Engineers are not familiar with the situation on the ground in relation to matters relevant to the town.  He stated that it should be policy of Longford County Council to consult with the members of Longford Town Council on all issues relevant to the town.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that construction should not be allowed on land designated flood plains.  She stated that the provision of attenuation tanks as mechanisms for drainage does not work and that she would not defer to any experts who will tell her otherwise and she stated that all of these issues are business of the Councillors as the Management Board of the Council.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore stated that he could not attend the area meeting.  However, he was called to a number of different premises on Main Street and these all expressed shock that this work was proceeding so close to Christmas.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen stated that it was very regrettable that there was no meeting of minds regarding these issues and suggested that himself, the Town Clerk, the two Mayors and the relevant members of the executive of the County Council meet the following morning to discuss the matter further and particularly to see if the proposed works at the Dublin Road could be deferred and this was agreed.  However, it was also agreed, if there was no solution to the situation that a Emergency Meeting of the Members of the Town Council and the Members of the Mid Longford Area be called for Friday afternoon.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated also that the County Manager must be in attendance at that meeting.            
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted that planning application Ref. 09/40 for the development of a Retail Outlet in the Town Centre and he noted that this application was for a seven year period.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that he was opposed to the seven year duration because of the consequential affects on the town centre.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that there would be several hundred jobs provided in each of these developments and anything between twelve and fourteen hundred jobs would be provided following the completion of the two developments.  Cllr. Flaherty also stated that the promoters were already in business in Longford and the Council should facilitate the project in whatever way possible.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that he took grave exception to developers coming in to him in his private business seeking support for the project.  Cllr. Keogh stated that the report recently commissioned by the Chamber of Commerce on retail on Longford should be examined by the Council.  He also stated that Longford is always mentioned in the media in relation to unoccupied buildings in the residential and commercial area.  Cllr. Keogh stated that if he was alive in ten years time that the position would be similar with these and other developments.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the Retail Strategy was adopted unanimously by the Council to halt the exodus of shoppers to other areas.  Cllr. Connell stated that shops and shopping centres in other towns were bigger and brighter and provided better quality goods.  He stated that anything between seventy and one hundred million was being invested in these two developments and it was essential that a trolley store was maintained in the town centre.  Cllr. Connell stated that Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, should again be invited to give a presentation on this matter.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was more nervous about these projects than she was previously because of the already vacant multi-million euro shopping centre in the town.  She asked if the shops in the shopping centre were consulted in this matter and also if the Chamber were consulted.  Cllr. Nolan said she is not in favour of granting a seven year permission.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that these developments will not facilitate local people and she had concerns for people who were not in a position to provide there own transport.  Cllr. Sexton stated that she did not meet with the developers and she noted that the retail strategy was now in place and she stated that she was not on the Council when that was adopted.  Cllr. Sexton proposed and was seconded by Cllr. Connellan that the Council should meet with representatives from the Chamber to discuss this matter and she stated that the planning system must slow down the development of the project.
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the horse had already bolted in this matter in that the retail strategy was in place.  He had fears, however, about the out of town development but warmly welcomed the development of the town centre.     
Cllr. Tony Flaherty said that he was shocked at hearing Cllr. Keogh’s remarks in relation to the promoters calling to his premises.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that the developers never tried to influence him, however, the meeting was for information purposes only.    
Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follow:- 
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) 
DPOL  Houses  

Following discussion between the Architects for the scheme and the Fire Officer re the above, the understanding is that the houses all comply with the Building Regulations.  However, in view of the fears expressed by the tenants and Councillors, the Council will arrange to install doors in the 6 DPOL houses with the tenants consent.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there were twenty three houses in this development which had no back door and he questioned when work would commence on the remaining.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the Council should not be responsible for payment for the provision of back doors in this development.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the installation of back doors would be carried out only in the 6 DPOL houses with the tenants consent.  He stated that the cost of this work would be set against the capital cost of the scheme and there would be no ultimate cost to the Council.

The Town Clerk also stated that the design and final construction of the houses complied with the building regulations and complied with all fire regulations.  
(b) Heating System in Fondermans Park Road Development 

The contractor is present on site dealing with problem issues and when this work is completed, a full report will be submitted.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that heating bills in respect of a number of these houses were enormous and he also stated that tenants objected to paying the €20 standing charge.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that individual solid fuel heating should have been installed in all of these houses from the start.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that a number of cars and jeeps were parking on the footpath in the Housing Development at Park Road and it was agreed to examine this matter.
(2)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme

Work completed.
It was noted by the members that work on Breaden’s Lane had been completed.  
(3)
Mall Projects 

(a)
New Bridge completed and operational – accommodation works will be completed next week.

(b) Swimming Pool Noise 

Problem permanently solved at cost of €2,000 which was paid by County Council out of Capital Budget.

(c) Fás Scheme 

All improvement works halted while flood cleaning up operations in progress.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted the flooding which had taken place in the Mall recently.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that the granting of planning should be sustainable development, however, some of the planning which had taken place in recent times was not.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that the recent development at Little Water Street where the river channel was narrowed might be the cause of serious flooding in the Mall and he stated that planning in such areas as flood plains should not be entertained.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that Nicholas O’Dwyer, Consulting Engineers, made a presentation to this Council some years ago and that report stated that there should be no more building on flood plains.  Cllr. Nolan stated that CIE lost substantially by having to close the railway line during the floods. 
(4)
Rapid Project

(a)
Consultation process with residents ongoing to extend boundaries and eliminate dumping areas and alleyways.


(b)
Floodlighting of All Weather Pitch to commence.

(5)
Housing 


1  DPG project ongoing.

(6)
Central Heating 


Work in progress on final 6 houses.

(7)
Roadworks Programme 2009 


Resurfacing at Feraghfad and Programme for 2009 complete.  

The following matters were also discussed:-
(1)
Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised a proposal which was the subject of a Notice of Motion at the previous meeting in relation to amending the Car Parking Bye-Laws.  However, his proposal in this matter was not accepted by the Mayor.


(2)
The Town Engineer, Mr. Brian McNeela, reported to the meeting in relation to carrying out a cost benefit analysis of work done by direct labour and work done by contract.  Mr. McNeela outlined that it was not possible to compile a cost benefit analysis until Longford Town Council had two similar projects with similar scope of works.
Cllr. Mae Sexton, however, did not agree with this and was of the opinion that the compiling of a cost benefit analysis would be a relatively easy task.  
It was agreed that the services of an independent Quantity Surveyor would be used in the preparation of the cost benefit analysis as it was noted it was important to make a point to the Minister in relation to the continuation of temporary contracts. 
(3)
The Town Clerk informed the members that he had an application for an event licence to operate a fast food catering unit in Longford town on New Year’s Eve and this was considered by the members and it was unanimously agreed to recommend that the application for the licence be refused. 
(4)
The Town Clerk stated that he had an application from the Longford Estates Development Network who operated under the umbrella of Acorn and they requested that disadvantaged groups be allowed use the Council facilities in the Mall at reduced rates.

Following consideration of this matter it was agreed that they could be facilitated with reduced rates at off-peak times. 

Any other business 

The following matters were raised:-

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted the successful completion of the Backstage One Act Play Festival which had taken place the previous weekend.  Cllr. Nolan stated that thirteen towns had participated in this event and it was a magnificent public relations for the town.  She stated that the Backstage Group had prepared a video of the town based on the Pauric Colum Theme and she stated that many visitors to the town commented on the excellent shopping in the town.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty complimented the Council and the Mayor for having the Christmas lights lit and in working order in time for the festival.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore noted a letter received from former Councillor Tony Carberry regarding a vote of sympathy at the last meeting of the Council and this was noted by the members.

Cllr. Mae Sexton requested that the Willow Park Halting Site be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council and this was agreed.    

It was noted that the meeting had passed the time allowed in Standing Orders and it was agreed to adjourn to a further meeting to be held on Thursday 17th December at 5.30 p.m.
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  13th January, 2010. 
