COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Scoil Mhuire, Convent of Mercy, St. Joseph’s Road, Longford, on Wednesday 

11th February, 2009 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 




Mr. Paddy Diffley, Assistant Engineer




Ms. Lorraine O’Connnor, Assistant Planner




Ms. Aoife Moore, Executive Planner 

PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.
Mayor James Keogh opened the meeting and thanked the principal Scoil Mhuire for affording the Council to opportunity to hold a meeting in the Convent.  Mayor Keogh stated that the meeting location was intended for the benefit of the fourth year transition students and he hoped they would enjoy the experience.

Mayor Keogh proposed that Standing Orders be suspended and this was seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan to discuss the following:-
Mayor Keogh stated that Fás had recently announced that 50,000 training places would be made available in the near future and in view of the severe unemployment in the Longford County area and the fact that the Army Barracks had recently closed he requested that urgent representations be made to Fás and to the local public representatives that this centre be located in Longford.
It was unanimously agreed to write to Fás and to our Local Public Representatives in this matter.
Mayor Keogh requested that the Order of Business be altered to facilitate the meeting and to allow those making presentations to depart the meeting and this was unanimously agreed.
Presentation by Monica O’Malley, 

Manager, Longford Community Resources Ltd.

Ms. O’Malley informed the meeting that the Rural Development Programme 2009 – 2013 was now in place and that €8.7 million had been secured for County Longford for rural development.  Ms. O’Malley state that they were eight funding areas within the programme as follows:-

1)
Diversification into non-agricultural activities

2)
Support for businesses creation and development

3)
Encouragement of tourism activities

4)
Basis services for the rural population

5)
Village renewal and development

6)
Conservation and upgrading of rural heritage

7)
Training and information

8)
Transnational activities 

She informed the meeting that grant aid for both private individuals for business ideas and for projects of community / voluntary groups, tidy towns groups, tourism groups, environmental groups, historical or cultural groups was available.
Ms. O’Malley stated that the Rates of Aid were set out as follows:-

1)
General Rate of aid
-
  50%

2)
Community Projects
-
  75%

3)
Training 

-
100%

With a maximum grant allowable of €150,000 or with DCRGA approval of €200,000.
It was noted that in analysis and development the rate of aid increased to:


Private 
-
75%


Community 
-
90% 


With Maximum grant of €30,000


A flagship project was entitled to 75% with a maximum grant of €500,000 

Ms. O’Malley stated that the following categories of activities were suitable for the development programme:-

1)
Support for business creation and development

2)
Encouragement of tourism facilities 

3)
Basis services for the rural economy

4)
Village renewal and development

5)
Conservation and upgrading of rural heritage 

6)
Training

In her presentation she further outlined the categories of development which were ineligible for grants aid and these included the following:-

1)
General agriculture
2)
Childcare

3)
Education

4)
Greyhound industry

5)
Healthcare activities

6)
Housing 

7)
Race and sport horse industries  

Ms. O’Malley further outlined to the members the application process and outlined areas where communities could provide voluntary labour towards projects.

In response to Cllr. Paul Connell, Ms. O’Malley stated that the programme was two years behind time because of a problem which arose between counties Cavan and Monaghan.  She also stated that the decision of co-funding was not yet agreed and local authorities funding from development levies and parking receipts were not considered to be suitable for co-funding.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed a resolution be sent to all local authorities to the Minister for Community Rural and the Gaeltacht  and to all European M.E.Ps and our own local Dáil Representatives as follows:-

“That the Rural Development Programme 2009 – 2013 administering the Leader and Social Inclusion Programmes through the joint Leader Partnership Development Companies be amended to allow funding from Local Authorities be considered as matching funding for all projects under the programme”.

Cllr. Mitchell also noted that the banks and finance houses had a large part to play in providing finance to local groups and individuals under the programme and it was agreed to write to all the local banks and finance houses urging them to take an active part in this programme by providing the necessary seed capital.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell was informed that the approved third level course under the programme was the diploma in Rural Development and he was also informed that improvements to river banks for anglers could be considered under the transnational programme if they joined up with anglers in another European country.

Cllr. Christy Warnock was informed that monies would not be made available to local authorities to provide employment.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty was informed that money was guaranteed under the programme and that 55% of the funding came from the european union.

Ms. O’Malley, in conclusion, thanked the members for receiving her and the school authorities for hosting the meeting and undertook to provide information to any of the members in relation to the operation of the programme.

The Mayor and the Members, in conclusion, thanked Ms. O’Malley for her excellent presentation.

Taxi Stands 

Sergeant Jim Parker addressed the meeting in relation to this item and Sergeant Parker recommended to the meeting that five or six spaces be made available on Ballymahon Street as a taxi stand for security and public order reasons.  Sergeant Parker stated that the idea would be that Taxis would filter around the corner as soon as spaces became available.  These spaces at Ballymahon Street would be available only between the hours of 7p.m. and 7a.m.
The Town Clerk informed the members that there was a problem with wheelchair accessible taxis at the present location as the ramps that are used for wheelchair accessible taxis cannot be used because of the width of the footpath and it was not possible to widen the footpath because of the narrowness of the carriageway at this particular location.

In a general discussion which followed the following was noted:-

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that there were two busy pubs at this location and that maybe the other side of the street should be considered.   
Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know the number of wheelchair accessible taxis and if there were any special arrangements or regulations in relation to the operation of these.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore stated that maybe the part of the street between Heatons and Durkins could be considered in view of the two pubs at this location and he spoke of complaints made by taxi drivers in relation to use of his own private car by his own family to collect family members and which had been reported by taxi drivers to the Gardai.

Other Councillors spoke in relation to personal abuse received by them and their families from taxi drivers following the amendments previously made by the Council to taxi stands.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed to hold a special meeting to discuss this matter on February 18th at 8 p.m. and that the Gardai and three delegates from the taxi drivers would be invited to attend.

Notice of Motion
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That this Council call on the Gardai to patrol the route from the schools to the buses in view of attacks on students recently”.

Cllr. Connell spoke of a serious incident at the convent wall on the Dublin Road in Longford where a young boy was seriously assaulted by another.  Cllr. Connell stated that the Gardai had been notified in relation to this incident and Sergeant 
Parker in reply stated that he would bring this matter to the Community Policing Gardai and the Traffic Cor who normally police the area on a regular basis.

It was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the J.P.C. meeting. 
Confirmation of Minutes
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 14th January 2009  were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the members since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Southern Environs Local Area Plan

Ms. Aoife Moore outlined details of the process to date to the members.  She stated that the Draft Plan had been circulated to the members in autumn 2008 and that further infrastructural issues and amendments had been carried out and the revised draft circulated in February 2009.

Ms. Moore stated that the main changes made to the plan was as follows:-

1)
The addition of a study corridor for a potential southern corridor inner route.  

2)
The additional emphasis on existing and potential surface water issues throughout the plan.

3)
The update on water supply infrastructural plans.

4)
Revised sewerage capacity figures.

Ms. Moore further outlined the infrastructural constraints to development of the 

lands in the Southern Environs Local Area Plan as follows:-  

1)
Surface water / flooding issues.

2)
Sewerage infrastructure

3)
Water supply

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed that the following be inserted into the plan:-

That a special development contribution scheme be conditioned to all future developments in the area where the provision of water and sewerage facilities is required and this was unanimously agreed.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that future development should be concentrated in existing urban areas.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that sewerage infrastructure will not be in place for eight or nine years.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that infrastructure should be prioritised to cater for existing residents in the area.
It was agreed to proceed to consultation stage with the Southern Environs Local Area Plan on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.
Planning Applications received 

and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 
The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Paul Connell raised an issue in relation to Planning Ref. No. 08/46 which provided for extensive development at Farneyhoogan, Longford.  Cllr. Connell noted that this application was located in a flood plain and in view of serious flooding in the area should be further examined.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there were a number of sewerage problems in the area and that all future development need to be looked at carefully.

All the Councillors present expressed reservations in relation to this further development.  

Section 183 Notice – Property at Ballymahon Road Housing Scheme 

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of the property as set out in the terms of the notice.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

The Town Clerk informed the members that money had been provided under the heading grants for community, clubs and voluntary bodies in the annual budget and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to provide the sum of €2,000 to the Chamber of Commerce to defray expenses of running the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk outlined details of his report which was circulated to the meeting as follows:-
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a)   Unfinished Housing Estates – 
Report for March Meeting

Ardnacassa Residents Association 


(b)   Three hour parking   -  Report for March Meeting

(c)   Text messaging re roadworks etc. -  I am in discussion with 

        service providers in relation to this and also discussing a      

        corporate rate to include all staff and members.

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure - The Mall

(a)
All Weather Pitch  -  Looking at feasibility of putting a small spectator seating area in the pitch which will double as a dug out/storage area for jackets etc.

(b)   
Mall Walkway – Drainage to be undertaken on pilot basis by

Fás scheme.

(c) 
Other Projects in Mall progressing to tender stage.

(d)
Basketball courts and grass pitch will be given urgent priority when the weather picks up.
(3)
Roadworks Programme 2008 
(a) Great Water Street -  Resurfacing complete.

(b) Little Water Street  -  Due to commence. 

(c) Farnagh Hill Phase 2 – 95% complete awaiting ESB connection. 

(4)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme



Installation of water and sewer main in progress.

(5)
Willow Park Halting Site

Advertised for tender and closing date 16th February 2009.

(6)
Water Feature Market Square  

Work to be completed this weekend. 

(7)
Park Road Development   

In progress.

(8) 
(a)
Refurbishment Projects  -  2 in progress.
(b) 
Disabled Persons Grants  - 2 in progress and one to commence.
(9)
Internal Capital Receipts Project 

All completed.

(10)
Rapid 


MacEoin Park Gates and Railings – In progress.

(11)
Civic Receptions  

(a)
Reception tomorrow at 3.30 p.m. for children from Noyale Chatillon Sur Seiche.

(b)
Reception on Monday night at 7.30 p.m. for Freedom of Town for Albert Reynolds and reception for Cross from New York Diaspora  (agree protocol).

(12)
Public Right of Way at College Park.
The Town Clerk stated that a letter had been received from a large number of  people in College Park who requested that this right of way be extinguished.  The Town Clerk stated that the estate had been taken in charge and the Council had the authority to extinguish the public right of way under Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993.  However, he noted that the Act provided for a consultation period.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he was a resident in the area and under the Code of Ethics adopted by the Council he was leaving the meeting until this matter was finalised.  Cllr. Mitchell then withdrew from the meeting.

It was agreed to proceed to consultation stage to consider extinguishing the public right of way.

Consideration of the Town Clerk’s Report was deferred to a further meeting of the Council.  
Any other business 

 The following was noted:-

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that a recent survey had indicated that Longford was high on the list for road fatalities and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the Joint Policing Committee.

Mayor James Keogh stated that he had received an e-mail from a Mr. Vincent Ross in New York who had undertaken work on a cross the subject of a presentation to the Council.  Mayor Keogh stated that Mr. Ross requested that he cousin Cllr. Martin Mulleady make the presentation to the Council and this was noted.

The meeting then concluded as the time allowed under Standing Orders was reached.

Mayor James Keogh, in conclusion, thanked the principal and teaching staff of Scoil Mhuire for allowing the meeting take place in the premises and he earnestly hoped that the transition year students attending had learned from the experience. 
Signed:___________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    4th March, 2009.
