COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

11th November, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, to was agreed to adjourn the meeting for fifteen minutes as a mark of respect to the late Gerry Carberry, son of former Councillor Tony Carberry who died recently, and a silent prayer was observed.
Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of General Purposes

Committee held on Wednesday 14th October 2009 

The Minutes of the General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly 

Meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2009

Confirmation of the Minutes of this meeting were deferred.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that an article was written in the local media following the last meeting of the Council which stated that he had left the meeting early.  Cllr. Connell stated that the article also suggested that he regularly left meetings early and he stated that this was not the case and he requested that the media correct this. 
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follow:- 
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) 
DPOL  Houses  

This matter has got very technical and the opinion of the Fire Officer has been forwarded to the Architects for examination – Full report for next meeting.
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated a meeting of the residents in this area had taken place recently and that he had not received an invite to attend this meeting and Cllr. Connellan expressed concern as a public representative that he was not invited to attend this meeting.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he was not invited to this meeting either and he stated that Councillors should not attend these meetings unless all of the members of the Council were invited to attend.

The other members of the Council who were not invited to the meeting expressed disappointment that they had not received an invitation to attend.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was invited to the meeting and attended, together with Cllr. Mitchell and Mayor Gilmore.  However, Cllr. Nolan stated that she specifically asked if the other Councillors were invited and she was informed that they were.

All of the members expressed their disappointment that the issue in relation to back doors and fire safety had not been addressed.

It was noted that Cllr. Denis Glennon, on behalf of the DPOL was not going to sign the lease agreement in relation to these houses until the necessary confirmation regarding health and safety and fire safety was addressed. 
(b) Hoarding at Little Water Street – Shopping Centre

This hoarding is being removed by developers and the barriers are also being splayed back.

(c)  
Traffic Wardens

6 month extension of contracts has been approved by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Submission will now be made for creation of 3 permanent posts.

The members welcomed the extension of contracts by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for traffic wardens but expressed disappointment at the double standards of the Department in allowing tradesmen to go and retaining traffic wardens.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty extended thanks to Deputy Peter Kelly for his work in ensuring the continuation of the contracts of the traffic wardens.

The County Manager, Mr. Tim Caffrey, informed the meeting that the position cannot be changed until the government change the policy in relation to recruitment.  He stated that the embargo relates to all temporary and contract staff and in relation to the continued employment of traffic wardens, Mr. Caffrey stated that the only option to resolve the matter will be to appoint the traffic wardens from the existing permanent staff of the Council as the Department will not extend any further contracts.  Mr. Caffrey stated that the only post which was approved by the Department in recent times was the Head of Finance which is a statutory post and the only one in the county.

Cllr. Flaherty requested if copies of correspondence in relation to this matter had been sent to the traffic wardens and the County Manager stated that these were privileged and confidential matter and these would not be submitted to the traffic wardens.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that it was unfair that the extension applied to some members of staff and not to others and on her proposal, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, it was agreed that a cost benefit analysis should be done on the employment of tradesmen as against that of employing contractors to carry out works.

The members were informed that the housing repairs were not presently being carried out and Cllr. Sexton stated it was not that long ago that this Council hounded private landlords in relation to upgrading of houses and that this Council was now culpable in this regard.  Cllr. Sexton stated that the reality of costs benefit analysis in this regard might be a tipping point to change the government policy.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the tradesmen who had been released should now be taken on as contractors to carry out the works.
(d)
Gates at Mall 

The proposal at the last meeting to close all entrances has been examined.  It is not practical to close the entrances at the Church Street side and priority can now only be given to restrict vehicular traffic at main entrance.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted the situation in relation to the gates at the Mall and he stated that the main problem in the Mall was caused by pedestrians bringing alcohol into the park and he requested that the appointment of a Park Ranger be examined.  

(e)
Taxi stand at Rue Noyal Chatillon 



Revised proposal attached. 
The Town Engineer outlined details of the proposed Taxi Stand and other proposals for Rue Noyal.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that this area should not be a Taxi Stand as when it was a previous stand it was rarely used.

Cllr. Connell requested that the proposals in relation to Loading Bay and Taxi Stand as outlined on the map be reversed and this was agreed.
It was agreed to go to public consultation on this matter. 
(f) Playground at Grian Ard / Ardnacassa – Notice of Motion 

The following reply has been received from the County Council:-

The Council has applied to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for funding in 2010 to provide 6 No. OPDs at the site at Grian Ard.  The site will be subsumed into the project.  Should the project fail to proceed as planned, it can be cleared and seeded, subject to availability of finance.

(g) Draft Register of Electors

Notification has been received from the County Council that the Draft Register of Electors has been prepared and is available for inspection.
The members noted that the Draft Register of Electors had been prepared and is available for inspection.  In relation to this matter it was noted that a Notice of Motion of Cllr. Peggy Nolan also referred to this matter and it was agreed to take this motion with this item.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-
“I am seeking  clarification with  regards to statement made at  the last Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2009 with regard to the number of voters cards returned to Longford County Council.  The figure of 3,000 needs to be clarified.”  
Cllr. Nolan stated that this Council was informed at the previous meeting as a definite fact that 3,000 polling cards had been returned following the Lisbon Treaty.  Cllr. Nolan stated that she rang the County Council in relation to this matter and was informed that less than 600 had been returned.  Cllr. Nolan stated that the public demand what is said in this Chamber to be true and accurate and she read out the content of a letter received from the County Council in relation to this matter.

Cllr. Nolan read from the letter as follows:-

The County Council confirmed that “less than 600 Polling Cards were actually returned to the Council.. This figure relates to the entire county.  It is not possible at this stage to say how many of these related to the Longford Urban Area and how many related to the rest of the county.  I will in due 

course have the returned Polling Information Cards examined and will confirm the exact position to you.

On this occasion Polling Cards were issued centrally on behalf of all Local Authorities by a company in Dublin with the approval of the Department of Environment.  This central distribution resulted in cost savings of €1.6m.  Because of this there was a lack of control at local level with regard to the ability to withhold Polling Cards in some instances e.g. deceased electors and change of address.

With regard to the Polling Cards that were returned I would like to point out that in a substantial number of cases there were valid reasons for which they were returned.  It would be wrong for anyone to assume that the fact that a Polling Car was returned was evidence of any widespread inaccuracy with regard to the Register of Electors.  The system that is in place at present is not perfect but I can assure you that every possible effort is made by the officials who are involved with the compilation of it to ensure that it is as accurate as it possibly can be within the constraints of the existing system”. 
Mr. Jack Kilgallen informed the members that in Longford County Council 577 Polling Cards had been returned and less than 100 had been returned in the Town Council area.  Mr. Kilgallen reiterated the contents of the letter read out by Cllr. Nolan in this matter.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the County Council had admitted that the Register of Electors was inaccurate and he had informed Mr. Kilgallen of the official who had given him this information.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked how the County Council can address this matter and that clarity in relation to the compilation of the register must be of the utmost importance.     

(h) Cluid Housing Scheme – St. Michael’s Road  

In May 2009 Longford County Council wrote to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that Cluid Housing Association’s application for funding for Phase 11 of the St. Michael’s Road project be granted approval to progress to the Planning and Procurement stage.  Longford County Council received a letter from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 8th September 2009 which detailed in-depth additional information which must be submitted before the application could be processed further.  This request for additional information has been forwarded to Cluid Housing Association.   Both Councils are very supportive of this application and recognises the huge improvement it would make to the area and Longford town in general.  The Council has confirmed to the Department that the project should be given priority statues.
The members noted the report received in relation to the Cluid Housing Development.
Mr. Jack Kilgallen informed the members that he and the Town Clerk had recently met officials from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to this matter and impressed upon them the urgent need to progress this project to the next stage.

It was agreed to keep this matter on the Agenda for future meetings of the Council.
(2)
Roadworks Programme 2009   

Resurfacing at Ferefad/Lisduff in progress.

All other works complete.


(3)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme

Paving almost completed and works will be finally completed shortly.

(4)
Mall Projects 

(a)
New Bridge will be completed by end of November.

(b) Swimming Pool noise has been temporarily remedied.

Permanent solution is now in progress. 

(5)
Fás Scheme 

(a)  
Scouts Den has been painted and provision of new windows is being examined.

(b) Stonework facing of flower beds in progress.

(c) Construction of wall and railings around duck pond to commence shortly.

(d) Drainage and other maintenance ongoing.

(6)
Rapid Projects – MacEoin Park 

(a) New railings at rear of soccer pitch complete.

(b)
Extend boundaries of a number of houses in MacEoin Park to eliminate dumping areas and alleyways.  

Consultation with residents is ongoing.  

Works to commence shortly. 


(c)
Work on floodlights for all weather pitch to commence shortly.

(7)
Housing 


1  DPG project to commence this week.

1 Refurbishment project complete and 1 due to be complete this week. 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised an issue in relation to a meeting he attended with Residents Association in Fondermans.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that certain issues which had arisen in relation to the heating system were causing problems and he requested a report from the Council in this regard.

It was agreed to forward details of the response to all of the members. 
(8)
Central Heating 


Works are ongoing on the installation of central heating in 6 houses.

(9)
Halloween Dead of Night Festival 


This was a very successful night.  However the cost implication for 

the Town Council this year was much greater than any of the other bodies and will have to be critically examined next year.


All of the members complimented the public bodies in relation to the Halloween Festival and said it was very heartening to see the community spirit which contributed to making the Festival a successful one.  

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he himself provided ten stewards for the event and stated that the Fire Officer had put every obstacle in the way of the Committee organising event.

Mr. Kilgallen in response stated that the County Council had made a contribution of €9,000 towards this event and he stated to the best of his knowledge the Fire Officer was not negative in this issue.

Cllr. Christy Warnock noted that the Halloween Festival was very successful and that no anti-social behaviour took place on the night.  However, he did state that certain acts of vandalism were carried out the previous night. 
Items adjourned from October Meeting of the Council 

Review of Expenditure – Quarter ended 30.09.2009 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the accounts presented to the meeting showed a surplus at the 30th September 2009.  However, he stated that transfers which would normally take place at the end of the year were not included in these accounts.  He also stated that substantial provision would require to be made in the accounts at the year end for the provision of bad debts, particularly involving commercial rates.  He also informed the members that a substantial provision of new car parks going forward will have to be made in the coming years.
The members noted the accounts for the quarter ended 30th September 2009.

Cathedral Junction 
The Town Engineer, Mr. Brian McNeela, outlined to the members details of the County Council’s revised proposals for the Cathedral Junction.  He informed the members that the proposals now included the reconstruction of the island at the junction, the provision of tactile paving and the retention of two islands at the east and west side of the junction.  He also stated that the belisha beacons would be refurbished and that a busy rail or similar approved rail would be provided at the junction at Keon’s Terrace.

An extensive discussion took place in relation to the works carried out and the members noted with disappointment that this money would have to be spent before the end of November and that these proposals were coming before them without adequate time to fully consider the issues. 
Mr. Jack Kilgallen assured the members that any money spent would be spent effectively and economically on this project.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was finally agreed to approve this work if it was carried out outside daylight hours and if it included the removal of the build-outs at the eastern end of Dublin Street.

Mr. Brian McNeela also outlined to the members further proposals which the County Council had in relation to the provision of works at Main Street.  He informed the members that these further works provided for the construction of build-outs at the Longford Arms Hotel and the opposite side to the entrance to the Car Park.  He informed the members that tactile paving would also be provided at these locations and that these areas had been identified as accident locations and this work was being carried out under a pedestrian safety initiative approved by the National Roads Authority.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that if the provision of build-outs improved pedestrian safety he was in favour of their construction.  

However, the members completely rejected the proposal and requested that the County Council be informed that they were against the construction of build-outs at Main Street.

Notice of Motion  

Parking Bye-Laws

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That this Council carries out a review of the parking byelaws for Longford town and agrees the following amendments:- 

1. That the byelaws apply from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Saturday.

2. That offstreet car parks be free of charge on Saturdays.

3. That a grace period of 15 minutes applies to parking at commencement of parking and after expiry of a parking ticket.

4. That this Council introduces a system permitting the purchase of a yearly/half yearly or quarterly ticket at a discounted price for offstreet car parks within the town of Longford.”

Mayor Brendan Gilmore requested that consideration of this motion be deferred to the Budget Meeting of the Council as it’s implementation would have serious implications for the budget for 2010.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the terms of the Motion would have serious consequences for the finances of the Council and it was agreed to forward the details of the expenditure loss to all the members.  The Town Clerk also stated that the initiative which the Town Council had undertaken last year in relation to the provision of free parking in the Annaly Car Park during the month of December and the free parking in all the Town Car Parks on Saturdays in December would be implemented this year with the members approval.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, this was unanimously agreed.

It was also agreed to circulate details of this concession to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Local Media.
Speed Ramps 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council install speed ramps and signage at the exit of the Ballymahon Street Car Park onto Harbour Row as a matter of urgency”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that this would be examined and if appropriate would be placed on the priority listing for the provision of ramps.

Rapid 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That the Manager write to the Minister for Finance outlining the importance of the RAPID area status to Longford and ask him not to implement the proposals on RAPID areas contained within the McCarthy report.  This Council recognises the contribution RAPID is making in supporting new and existing projects, increased co-operation between agencies and communities in delivering outcomes and the financial importance of the programme to local infrastructure”. 

Mayor Gilmore requested that the terms of the Motion be forwarded to the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Minister for Finance.

Conferences 

The conferences submitted to the meeting were approved for attendance by the members on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

  1)
Training Seminar for Councillors – “Health & Safety, Drugs & alcohol Abuse, Anti-Social Behaviour impact on A & E Depts” – Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary – 30th October / 1st November 2009.

2)
Local Authority Member’s Association – Carlton Castletroy Park Hotel, Dublin Road, Limerick – 6th & 7th November 2009.


3)
Elected Members Training Seminar – “Local Government Ethics in Public Life Your Responsibility” – Sligo Park Hotel, Pearse Road, Sligo – 13th / 15th November 2009. 
Items for November Meeting of the Council 

Draft Development Contribution Scheme 
The Town Clerk informed the members that it was proposed to amend the Draft 

Development Contribution Scheme to take account of the present economic 

circumstances and on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. 

Paul Connell it was agreed to proceed to public consultation stage with this.  

Any other business
The Town Clerk also informed the members of a proposal by Longford County Council to extend the footpath from the Ballinalee Road Roundabout to the Dublin Road.  He stated that the County Council were proceeding to public consultation on this proposal and it was agreed to request the County Council to instal public lighting on the proposed route and on the existing route between the Ballinalee Road Roundabout and the Red Cow Roundabout.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Backstage Theatre Company requested the appointment of a further member of the Town Council who would also be a member of the County Council to the Board and on the proposal Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, Cllr. Mae Sexton was nominated.   

School Warden – Dublin Road 

A discussion took place in relation to the School Warden at St. Joseph’s National 

School on the Dublin Road and it was agreed to write to the County Council 

requesting the continuation of the School Warden at this location.
The time having reached the time allowed in Standing Orders the Mayor 

declared the meeting closed.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  9th December, 2009.
