COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

14th January, 2009 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Deputy Mayor Peggy Nolan
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

Apologies:

Mayor James Keogh


Cllr. Michael Connellan
PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.
CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES
Minutes of Monthly Meeting

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 10th December 2008 were confirmed and adopted.
Minutes of Budget Meeting 

On the proposal Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, the Minutes of the Budget Meeting held on Thursday 18th December 2008 were confirmed and adopted. 
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the members since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Planning Applications received 

and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 
The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell  expressed  disquiet  in  relation to  planning  application  Ref. 

No. 08/70 in that the number of houses previously granted was twenty four and that this application now provided for an  increase to forty houses.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised planning application Ref. No. 08/28 in relation to change of use from first floor guesthouse bedrooms to restaurant and kitchen and change of use from plant equipment area to roof garden and refurbishment of night club area.  Cllr. Warnock spoke of the worries of people living in Harbour Row with noise from this development.
All of the members present associated themselves with the reservations expressed.

Presentation by Frank Horne, Rapid Co-Ordinator 

Mr. Frank Horne, Rapid Co-Ordinator, outlined to the members details of activity within the Rapid Programme in 2008.  Mr. Horne outlined amounts received as follows:-
Summary of allocation of funding for 2008

Sports Capital Grants received with RAPID 30% TOP Up 

Grattan Og GAA Club € 20,000 

Longford Mental Health Association € 2,000

Longford Rugby Club €80,000

Longford and District Schoolboy League €45,000

Longford received Funding under the Graffiti programme 

Dormant Accounts 125,000 Euro 

€30,000 refurbishing building in MacEoin Pk training room and changing facility close to completion.

€20,000 for soccer summer camps 2008 and 2009 the Mall and  MacEoin Park approx 130 children availed of the camps 

€30,000 fitting out the new premises for LEAP youth diversion project on Earl St

40,000 Euro towards for an outreach worker for Acorn Community Development Project 

There was pro rata 50,000 for 2008 in estate Leverage Funding and 66,000 in Playground and Recreation facilities (a multi sport facility was constructed in MacEoin Pk). Recently completed works include the provision of outside play area for Springlawn Childcare, Replacement of seats Templemichael Tce. 

Mr. Horne gave an overview of funding for 2009 as follows:-

Longford has been granted 100,000Euro under the Health Leverage Fund.  80,000 Euro for a new chill room for the meal on wheels programme and 20,000 to fit out the community centre for older people at the Housing Development at Park Road.
Longford RAPID Under Dormant Accounts has been allocated 145,000 of which 50% must be capital and 15% sport youth and recreation. The RAPID Area Implementation Team will have to prioritise projects that are suitable for submission

Longford RAPID has received €160,000 leverage funding for estate enhancement annually for the next 5 years. Longford received the one  highest amounts of the  rural  towns RAPID strand two. 
Strategic plans

Mr. Horne outlined the three strategic plans which had been drawn up in 2008 by sub-groups in the AIT and these will monitor progress and will be implemented in the following two years.  These programmes related to community, safety, family support and health and two more plans under physical environment and education are at the planning stage.  Mr. Horne outlined other activities in the Rapid Programme as follows:-

The leverage funding will be planned by Physical Environment Group and will have to be endorsed by Rapid.  The Physical Environment and Community Safety Group has met jointly to look at actions in regard to the developing a strategic plan and a number of actions have been identified.  The Local Authority as lead agency will work with Rapid Co-ordinator and put a plan for endorsement.  
Longford Rapid continues to work closely with a number of other groups outside the Rapid Area Implementation Team including LEAP, Longford Library Service, Longford CIC, The School Completion Programme, Longford County Childcare Committee, Longford Drugs Forum and Longford Intercultural Fun day among others.  

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the residents of Annaly Gardens did not want a play ground in their area and it was agreed that an alternative site would be examined on the canal close to the Park Road Housing Development.

All of the members present complimented Mr. Horne on a fine presentation and noted the success in the implementation of the private bus shuttle in the town.  The members recommended the use of this facility by the public.
The Town Clerk informed the members that Longford Community Resources Ltd. proposed to hold an information night in relation to the Rural Development Programme in the Temperance Hall on Monday 26th January 2009 at 7.00pm and it was agreed to invite Ms. Monica O’Malley to address the next meeting of the Council in this regard.
Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a)
Road to Viewmount House – I have had discussions with the relevant parties – No progress to report as yet.  

(b)
Unfinished Housing Estates – Report to be submitted to February Meeting.

The Town Clerk informed the members that this report would be available for the February meeting of the Council as would the report on the Dun Darrach Housing Development.
(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure - The Mall

(a)
Mall Walk – ESB has been connected and public lighting working. 

All the members expressed satisfaction that the public lighting had been connected to the ESB supply.
(b)
New Bridge – Tender documents being prepared.

(c)
Extension to gym – Tender documents being prepared.

(d)
Outdoor Basketball Courts – To be resurfaced.
  

(e)
Grass Pitch – Work to re-commence as soon as weather permits.

Fás Scheme 

New programme of work has been prepared for implementation.

(3)
Roadworks Programme 2008 

Little Water Street – To commence shortly


Great Water Street – To commence shortly 
Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that the Town Council staff send a text message to all members giving regular updates on happenings in the Town Council particularly in relation to road works and road closures.
(4)
Willow Park Halting Site

Tender documents sent out – closing date 16th February 2009.

(5)
Housing
(a)
Ballymahon Road Development – Ongoing – nearing completion.

(b)
Refurbishment Projects  -  3 in progress. 

(c) 
Disabled Persons Grants  -  3 in progress, one to commence shortly.
(d)  
I.C.R. Projects 

Fascia, soffit & gutters 
80 houses in Springlawn – in progress

20 houses in Templemichael Terrace – complete


(e)
Attic & wall insulation 

120 houses at various locations – work in progress – 90% complete.


(f)
Windows replacement / repair 

21 houses at various locations – work in progress – 90% complete. 

(6)
Civic Reception  

Reception has been arranged for acceptance of cross from Longford Association in New York for 16th February 2009.  It is also proposed to have the Freedom of Longford Town conferred on Albert Reynolds, which was deferred from a previous occasion, on this date.

(7)
Ethics Register 

The Annual Ethics declaration has been posted to each member and it is important that this documents is completed and returned to the Ethics Registrar, Michelle Murray, before 28th February 2009. 

Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to continue the business of the meeting.
Draft Road Works Programme 2009 
The Draft Road Works Programme for 2009 was circulated to the members and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, this programme was unanimously adopted.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the patching done by the County Council on the National Routes in the town was not up to standard and was not in accordance with the technical standards.  Cllr. Flaherty also requested that traffic calming be considered for the old Ardnacassa Housing Estate and that road signs be erected at Ballymakeegan.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the patching done by the Town Council staff was up to standard and followed the required technical standards and it was agreed to further examine the situation in relation to patching at St. Mel’s Road.
Longford Farmer’s Market – Bye-Laws 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Draft Bye-Laws had been open for public consultation for the required period and he stated that no observations had been received.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, the Longford Town Council Casual Trading Bye-Laws – Amendment of 2000 Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2008 were unanimously approved.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, the Longford Urban District Council Bye-Laws 1997 were revoked in accordance with Section 199 Sub-Section (4)b of the 2001 Local Government Act.
Notices of Motion 

3 Hour Parking

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That the Car park Bye-Laws be amended to allow for maximum 3 hour parking in the relevant off street car parks”.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that Longford Town was going through a difficult times competing with other towns in the area and that the 2 hours parking was restrictive for business.

Cllr. Paul Connell also stated that he was in favour of this and had moved a Notice of Motion previously in this regard.  Cllr. Connell also requested that a ticket dispensing machine capable of accepting 20c and 50c coins be installed in the vicinity of the Tesco car park.  
The Town Clerk informed the members that 3 hour parking is not in any other town in the midlands and that this motion related mainly to the Shopping Centre car park as the other car parks catered for all day parking.  He stated that there was an agreement in place in relation to the Tesco car park and that Tesco would have to be consulted in this matter.  He also stated that the present software system was not capable of providing for 3 hour car parking and would require a new software system.  

It was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Litter Blackspots 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“Having regard to the recent IBAL Litter report, that this Council calls on Longford County Council to complete the necessary actions to address and properly maintain the Edgeworthstown Approach Road, Sligo Approach Road and Town bypass to Sligo (all described as moderately littered) and resolve the problem of the County Council bring bank (described as a litter blackspot) as a matter of urgency and we seek an immediate response from Longford County Council on what action they are taking to solve these identified problems”.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that all the areas surveyed in the IBAL Litter Report were the responsibility of the County Council and that a major problem related to the Bring Banks situated at various locations in town.  

It was agreed to write to the County Council and seek a joint meeting to discuss this matter in greater detail.  However, it was noted that the Council had received a detailed reply from the Director of Services, Environment regarding the County Council Bring Bank and that the letter outlined a series of actions taken by the Environment Directorate including an education and awareness campaign, the issuing of fines by the Litter Wardens, the use of CCTV cameras, the employment of a private investigation firm and the intention to bring offenders before the courts.
Adequate Size Housing 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That the Housing Departments of the Town and County Councils make adequate size housing available suitable for the needs of those on priority list”.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the present Housing Development at Park Road did not provide for any four bedroom houses and it was noted that there would be very little activity in this area in the following years.

It was agreed to look at any individual case and whether the problem can be solved by building an extension.

Conferences 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the list of conferences submitted were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Seminar for Councillors “The Local Government Planning Service”, 


23rd / 24th January 2009, Waterford. 

2)
Longford Association in London Annual Dinner and Dance, 6th February 2009, The Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood, London.

3)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Spring Seminar 2009, 13th & 14th February, 2009, Clanree Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

4)
Training Seminar for Councillors, “Review and reform of Local Government
in Ireland, North and South”, 21st February 2009, Bellingham Castle Hotel, Co. Louth.


Correspondence 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted correspondence from South Tipperary County Council in relation to the implementation of the school vaccination programme for all twelve year old girls.

It was agreed to send a letter of support for this motion.

The members also noted a letter from Killarney Town Council and it was agreed to support this motion also.

The members noted correspondence received from Superintendent Denis Shields in relation to Taxi Stands and it was agreed to invite the Superintendent to attend the next meeting of the Council.

Any Other Business 

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the Council write to Iarnród Éireann and Bus Éireann in relation to the Bus Stop at the White House on Ballymahon Street.  Cllr. Connell stated that the bus previously used to stop at this location but that in recent times it did not.

It was agreed to write to Iarnród Éireann in this regard.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


   Mayor       
Signed:______________________ 


   Town  Clerk 

Dated:  11th February, 2009.
