COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

14th October, 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

Apology:

Cllr. James Keogh



Cllr. Christy Warnock

PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of General Purposes

Committee held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 

The Minutes of the General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly 

Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009

Cllr. Mae Sexton raised an issue in relation to the recorded Minutes of this Meeting. 
Cllr. Sexton stated that matters which she had outlined to the meeting were not in the Minutes and a proposal which she had made in relation to the Willow Park Halting Site was not recorded.  Cllr. Sexton stated that this proposal was seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.  

Cllr. Tony Flaherty acknowledged that he had seconded the motion proposed by Cllr. Sexton.  

The Town Clerk stated that he did not have a stenographer to formally record all that was said at Council meetings.  However, it was agreed that he would arrange with Cllr. Sexton for an amended version of the Minutes to be agreed at the next meeting.

The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Sexton that the proposal had been made. However, the Mayor had closed the meeting before the proposal was seconded by Cllr. Flaherty.   

Cllr. Sexton stated that she would seek further advice on this matter.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follow:- 
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) 
DPOL  Houses  

This matter has been referred to the Fire Officer and he in turn is in discussion with the Architects for the scheme.  There is no outcome as yet. 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that regulations do not make good law sometimes and that priority should be given to changing the regulations.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that it was arrogant of architects and others who say that all was ok with the design and recommended that the DPOL be involved in the decision making process in this regard.

All of the members present considered that this matter should be rectified urgently. 

(b) Hoarding at Little Water Street – Shopping Centre

Unable to get in contact with anybody who can made a decision on this.  If no positive outcome, Council workmen will remove the hoarding by Friday next.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the Council should reclaim the ground which had been taken in charge by the development company.
(c)  
Traffic Wardens Contracts

An application for an extension of these three contracts has been made to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that at the previous meeting of the Council he had sought a deputation with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to the continuation of the Traffic Wardens contracts and he requested that this matter be raised again with the County Manager.
(d)
Running Track at Mall 

This has been discussed with the County Council and both authorities are interested in developing a track at the Mall.

Town Council will now prepare costings and investigate sources of finance for the project.



On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to involve 

the Marathon Committee in the consideration of this running track. 

(2)
Roadworks Programme 2009   

Programme substantially completed.

Resurfacing at Ferefad/Lisduff to commence next week.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the Circular Letter from the Department of Transport had indicated that the National Roads Authority would now take over the management of the regional and local roads investment programme.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that this was a backward step as the National Roads Authority had no political accountability.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that this move would have the affect of denuding further powers from Local Authorities and expressed serious concern with this transfer.    
(3)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme

Paving to commence this week.

(4)
Mall Projects 

(a)
New Bridge is due for completion by end of November.

The need to instal gates at the bridge is now being examined following recent events. 
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that in relation to the gates that this proposal should be extended to include all entrances to the Mall and it was agreed to have this matter further examined. 
(b) 
Refurbishment of roof and painting of Scouts Den has commenced.
 

Items adjourned from July Monthly Meeting 

Weight Restriction Teffia Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a resolution of the Council was necessary to commence the process and he noted that there was a previous weight restriction in place in this area.  However the Gardai were not entirely happy with the procedure and it was agreed, following consultation with them, to start the process again.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that very good work was now being done in this estate and on her proposal, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty it was agreed to proceed to public consultation on this.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that information signs relating to the weight restriction should be placed on the entrances to the town.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the issue of heavy vehicles passing in St. Mel’s Road and Bannon Terrace was very unfair on the residents, many of whom were elderly and he requested that this ban be extended to all urban areas.  

However, the Town Engineer stated that this could not be done as it would restrict access to commercial areas in the town.

Cllr. Paul Connell said he spoke with many of the residents in this area and they were all generally in favour and he stated that the onus was on the driver and the owner of a vehicle to know their route.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that the streets mentioned above were very narrow streets and that heavy traffic should be restricted from coming in at all and that the issue of building a depot outside the town should be looked at where all businesses could be serviced from there.

Update on activities of Joint Working Group on Connolly Barracks 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a report had been received from the Joint Sub-Committee dealing with this issue and he noted that there was speculation in the local papers that the Department of Defence was about to sell this property.  It was agreed that the membership of the committee should be extended to include voluntary groups who had an interest in this matter and this recommendation would be forwarded to the Army Barracks Sub-Committee.

Local Government Fund General Purpose Grant Allocation 2009 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members the content of circular received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government where a further reduction of €40,992, 3.22%, in the Local Government Fund for 2009.  The Town Clerk stated that this reduction would have further serious consequences to the finances of the Town Council and it was necessary to reduce expenditure in certain areas to take account of this reduction.

This was noted by the members and Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested a breakdown of the total amount for the next meeting of the Council.

Notices of Motion 

Children’s Playground  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:- 
“That Longford Town Council intercede with Rapid and Longford County Council to make arrangements for the installation of a childrens play ground on the vacant site owned by Longford County Council at the entrance to Ard Na Ri residential estate in Longford Town”.

Cllr. Connellan stated that this area was very heavily populated and that this area should be reserved as a green area site.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that it would be cheaper for the County Council to buy houses rather than build in this area and it would be a more sensible proposal to put a play ground in this area.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the County Council presently had a proposal to build four OPD houses and one family house on this site.

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.

Register of Electors

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton:-
“Having regard to the recent controversy concerning the supplementary voters list during the recent elections, I call on Longford Town Council to support the following motion  

1) A residency period of 12 months be required before a person can 

become registered.  

2) All people on the register must submit a p.p.s. number in order to 

be registered.


3) Call that the Co. Co. be required to provide more resources to 

enable proper checks be carried out on addresses and on people within the area.

I ask for support for this motion and that it be circulated to all other Local Authorities in the Country”.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that this was the responsibility of the County Council and this matter had received local and national publicity.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that he was informed by a member of staff in the County Council that 3,000 poling cards been returned following the recent referendum and this indicated the inaccuracies within the register.
Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that her views on this matter were well known and requested that the following addendum be put to the motion

“Whatever measures are necessary to improve the system”.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that a twelve month residency clause should be required before anybody is allowed entry on the register and he stated that the final date for acceptance on the supplementary register was too close to the election date leaving it impossible to check the authenticity of the person.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that only Irish residents were entitled to vote at the Lisbon Treaty and the situation would be much worse in other elections.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen informed the members that this matter had been discussed at a recent County Council meeting following a Notice of Motion which was submitted there and that he would arrange for a copy of the motion and the reply to be forwarded to the members.  Mr. Kilgallen also stated that there is also a Garda investigation ongoing on this matter.

It was agreed that the terms of this motion would be forwarded to all other local authorities.

Items adjourned from September Meeting of the Council 

Local Government Auditor’s Report Annual

Financial Statement up to 31st December 2007  
The Town Clerk informed the members that this report was issued in April of 2009, however, he stated it was not received in the offices of the Town Council until recently and that this was reason for the delay in submitting the report to the members.  The Town Clerk stated that the Audit Report highlighted a number of issues in relation to enforcement and collection procedures and that arrangements have been put in place to correct the situation.
Taking in Charge Policy 
It was agreed to defer consideration of this matter to a special meeting of the Council.

It was also agreed that an update report on Bonds and Unfinished Housing Estates would also be submitted to the special meeting. 
Taxi Stands 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a recommendation had come from the Joint Policing Committee to re-instate the Taxi Rank at Rue Noyal Chatillon in Longford Centre Car Park.  

It was noted that this area previously was in use as a Taxi Rank but that taxi drivers generally did not use it and it was changed for that reason.

There was a difference of opinion between Cllr. Tony Flaherty and Cllr. Paul Connell in relation to the previous use of this area.

However, on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed that the Town Engineer would prepare a draft proposal of the area for the next meeting of the Council.  

Public Liability Claims 

The Town Clerk outlined details of the Public Liability Claims received by the Council in the past few months.  He stated that two claims had been received in respect of playgrounds under the control of the Council in the Mall and that this was a very disturbing.
All of the members agreed that these claims should be vigorously contested to ensure continuation of the areas as playgrounds and the protection of the Council’s interest in the Mall.
Notices of Motion  

Poles
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council arrange for the moving and relocation of all poles located adjacent to any wheelchair parking bays in Longford Town”.

National Carers Strategy 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement – Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principle”.

All of the members present gave unanimous support to the terms of this motion and it was agreed to write a letter to the Tánaiste and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs in this matter.
Mayor Brendan Gilmore noted that the time allowed for completion of the meeting under Standing Orders had expired and it was agreed to put the remaining items on the Agenda for the Special Meeting of the Council to be arranged.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  11th November 2009. 
