COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Tuesday 

22nd September, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh



Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

Apology:

Cllr. Alan Mitchell

PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty proposed that the Standing Orders be suspended to discuss the situation which was now arising with the termination of contracts for Traffic Wardens.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Cllr. Flaherty informed the members that the County Manager had informed the staff that the temporary contracts for Traffic Wardens would not be renewed when they expired.  Cllr. Flaherty outlined the serious loss of revenue that would occur if this happened and requested that the members have a special meeting with the County Manager in this regard.
Cllr. Paul Connell requested clarification on this matter.  However the Town Clerk stated that as matters stood these contracts would not be renewed.
Cllr. Christy Warnock said that if this situation persisted there would be nobody available to carry out the work and Cllr. Warnock noted that there were 27 engineers employed in the County Council and yet it was tradesmen who were carrying out the work who were being let go.  Cllr. Warnock stated that Trade Unions should be more pro-active in protecting their members in this area. Cllr. 

Warnock also stated that he was saddened to hear fellow Councillor Sexton make a call that the Town Council should be abolished and he stated from his long experience in Local Government that Town Councillors work much harder than County Council members.  

It was unanimously agreed following a meeting with the County Manager that a meeting would be sought with the Minister for Finance.    

Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly
Meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2009    

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Confirmation  of  Minutes of Joint Policing

Committee Meeting held on Thursday 30th July 2009            
The Minutes of the Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on Thursday 30th July 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.
Confirmation of Minutes of Special 

Meeting  held on  Thursday 30th July 2009            
The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Thursday 30th July 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cathedral Junction 

Mayor Gilmore noted the attendance at the meeting of Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer and Mr. Con Diffley, Senior Executive Engineer, Roads Section, and it was agreed to take Item No. 10 at this time.
Mr. Con Diffley outlined to the members the proposal which the County Council wished to carry out at the Cathedral Junction.  Mr. Diffley informed the members that this work was being carried out under a Safety Scheme approved by the National Roads Authority and he stated that the amount of finance provided would only allow the very basic safety measures be implemented.

Cllr. Paul Connell asked how it was proposed cars would exit from the shopping centre car park through St. Mel’s Road and he stated that there would be a bottle-neck from this area at the junction.  He also asked how cars coming in from the Ballinalee Road would access the Cathedral Car Park.  Cllr. Connell also noted that the traffic lights at the mini market would cause a problem with this plan as cars entering the housing estate to the right will hold traffic up and he stated that this area requires a double lane.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that traffic lights should be installed at the medical centre to let traffic exit St. Mel’s Road.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked why it had taken so long to bring this proposal to the Council and stated that the roads in this general area were in a deplorable condition.  He also stated that the flashing amber light at Aldi does not allow pedestrians to cross because of failure of traffic to stop to allow them do so.  He also requested to know if the pole at Dolan’s Corner junction would be removed.

Cllr. Mae Sexton asked how long it would take to re-draft the proposals to incorporate the recommendations of the members and she stated that this proposal would make a second rat-run at Deanscurragh in order for people to enter the Cathedral car park.

Cllr. Michael Connellan asked if finance was available for this project and asked if the work would be done up to the Christmas period and he recommended that no work should be carried out on this project in the month of December.  Cllr. Connellan also asked that Notice of Motion, Item No. 18 from the July Meeting be taken, together with this item and this was seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

“That Longford Town Council use their best endeavours to ensure that Longford County Council retain the traffic warden employed at Saint Josephs National School on the Dublin Road”.

Cllr. Connellan noted the good works which are now being undertaken at the school junction and requested that the appointment of the School Warden at this location be maintained.   
Cllr. Connellan also stated that if there was a health and safety issue with the junction that this should also apply to the work carried out by the School Warden.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that this Council were never made aware that the School Warden was being replaced by a push button manual system. 

Mayor Brendan Gilmore stated that a roundabout with lights was what was required but said that no work should be undertaken before Christmas if it was not finished before the end of December.

Mr. Tom Murtagh, in response, stated that the amount of €50,000 was the maximum amount from the National Roads Authority under the safety heading and the safety of pedestrians was utmost in the preparation of the plan.

Generally the members expressed disappointment with the proposed plan and requested that their observations be included in a re-drafted plan to come before them at a future meeting. 

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of his report as follow:- 
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) 
Traffic Island at Farnagh Hill – This has now been removed.

(b) Parking  -  Report to be submitted.
The Town Clerk noted that the report was not enclosed with his report but that he would deal with this issue later in the meeting.
(c)  
Priority list for ramps  -  enclosed.
The Town Engineer informed the members that the priority list would be finalised having regard to the amount of finance available in the coming year.
(d)
Row at College Park 

A question has been raised about the authenticity of signatures on the petition received from College Park Residents and in view of this, I propose to initiate the process again.
The Town Clerk stated that there was a problem with the procedures undertaken in this regard and it was proposed to initiate the process once again. 

(e)
Entrance to Longford Shopping Centre from Main Street

The ESB have again indicated that public lighting at this location is adequate, however they have agreed to clean/replace the shades of the lamps under the arch and have also agreed to carry out a detailed lighting survey. 

(f) DPOL  Houses at Ballymahon Road 

DPOL have 6 houses at the above location without back doors.  The estimated cost of providing back doors is €4,300 per house.  Finance to carry out this work is not available and it is not proposed to carry out any further works.  The houses are in full compliance with the Building Regulations and in particular Part B which relates to Fire Safety. 
A general discussion took place in relation to this matter and all of the members felt that the installation of back doors in these houses should be a priority. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Christy Warnock that provision be made in the budget for €25,000 in order to carry out this work.

Cllr. Mae Sexton requested that the Council take legal advice in relation to the Council’s responsibility if a fire broke out and it was agreed to further discuss this matter with the DPOL.
(g) Unfinished Housing Estates 

A sub-committee has been formed between the County and Town Councils to deal with unfinished housing estates.  This will ensure consistency between both authorities and further reports to meetings will issue with appropriate actions.  Enforcement notices have been issued in respect of the Dun Darrach Housing Scheme. 

(2)
Roadworks Programme 2009   


The following works have been completed 

(a)
Little Water Street


(b)
Great Water Street 

(c) 
McEoin Park




Traffic calming completed

(a) College Park

(b) Knockahaw

(3)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme

All underground services have been completed.  Testing of services ongoing.  Paving to commence shortly.

(4)
Mall Projects 

(a)
New Bridge  

 -
Work commenced and due for 

completion by end of November.

(b) 
Outdoor Basketball Courts 
-
Work completed


(c) 
Outdoor Grass Pitch   
-  
Pitch seeded


(d)
Noise problem from Swimming Pool has been temporarily 

remedied.  Permanent solution will be put in place as soon as work schedules permit. 

(e)
Mall Gymnasium 

– 
New more cost effective 
design being examined. 

(f)
Fás Scheme  -  Further improvements to all areas ongoing:-


(1)
New stonework facing of flower beds


(2)
Drainage works to pathway


(3)
General painting and maintenance to grounds ongoing.

(4)
Duck Pond – Construction of wall and railing around pond to commence next month.


Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the question of providing a running track at the Mall was raised at a recent County Council meeting and on his proposal it was agreed to write to the County Council and seek co-funding for the provision of a running track at the Mall.

Notice of Motion

It was agreed to take Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock as follows:-

“That Longford Town Council erect two shelters located at each end of the Mall Walk to facilitate walkers in wet weather”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had no problem in principle with this motion but raised the question of the shelter being used for anti-social behaviour.

After discussion, it was agreed that one shelter would be provided at the southern end of the Mall on a trial basis.

Notice of Motion 

It was agreed to move the following Motion submitted by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council correspond with Longford County Council to ensure the immediate painting of and installation of new windows into the scouts den located on the Mall grounds, Longford”. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this matter had been investigated and a technical examination of the scouts den had been undertaken.  

It was agreed that the Fás workers in the Mall would carry out repairs to the timber on the roof of the premises and it was agreed to request the County Council to provide materials for painting the rest of the building.
(5)
Willow Park Halting Site 

Final approval from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to proceed.

Contractor should be in a position to proceed in 5 to 6 weeks.
It was noted by the members that final approval had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that the Halting Site which was previously provided at this location was left in a disgraceful condition and that the Council had no obligation to provide transient halting sites.  Cllr. Sexton stated that the newer generation of travellers did not want to travel and requested support from the members in rejecting this proposal.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was Chairperson of the Travellers Accommodation Committee which had recommended the provision of transient halting sites.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy stated that there was a statutory requirement on the local authority to form a committee and under the Local Government Act 1998 they were statutory bound to prepare a programme.  Mr. Murphy stated that finance for this programme was ring-fenced for traveller accommodation and could not be used for any other purpose.   
(6)
Housing


2  DPG projects in progress


1  Refurbishment project in progress and 1 to commence.


Central heating project – 6 houses to commence shortly.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the progress on Cluid Housing Development should be on the Town Clerk’s Report and requested that this be done monthly from now on.

(7)
Rapid 


Gates and railings at McEoin Park complete.

In place of HSE funding which was with held by the Dept of Finance the creation of a chill room facility for the meals on wheels service provided by Longford Social Services is now being funded by RAPID Dormant Accounts Funding. The equipping of St Martins the community building at Fondermans is similarly being Funded. Total funding for these projects is 95,000 Euro. 

A community house is to be opened shortly in MacEoin Park to provide a facility for the community Guards and other agencies who may wish to the premises. 

The new changing facilities and training room are completed at MacEoin Park.

Springlawn Childcare service received 10,000 for equipment and a storage shed.

RAPID dormant accounts are funding two communities gardens that have commenced early this summer. 

There is to a new RAPID Employment and Training plan to be rolled out to provide training for young unemployed individuals. 

Finally An Bord SNIP Nua identified the ceasing of the RAPID programme as a money saving measure.
The members noted the progress made in the implementation of the Rapid Programme and it was agreed to invite the Rapid Co-Ordinator to the next meeting of the Council.
(8)
Town Twinning 

65 people are arriving from Sparks on Wednesday morning 23rd September.  The group comprises a School Band of 36.  Chaperones and Teachers 20,  2 Councillors and 8 Guests.  A programme of activities is included and members are requested to participate in as many functions as possible.
The Town Clerk requested the co-operation of the members in attendance at functions and otherwise to ensure a successful trip for the visitors.

(9)
Gill’s Yard Car Park

The Town Council have recently taken over this car park which was formerly used by Centra.  For identity purposes I propose to name this “Gill’s Yard” Car Park, in recognition of the Gill Family, the former owners of this property. 

The members unanimously agreed that the name “Gill’s Yard Car Park” be adopted.

The time having  reached the time allowed within Standing Orders for completion 

of the meeting the Mayor, Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, adjourned the meeting to a 

future date.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   14th October, 2009.
