COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 25th March, 2009 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

Apologies:

Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Paul Connell



PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
Mayor James Keogh requested the suspension of Standing Orders and on his proposal seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders.
Mayor James Keogh stated that he wanted to clear the air in relation to rumours which had been circulating in town in recent weeks in relation to payment of development charges by him in respect of premises at 35, 36 and 37 Lower Main Street, Longford, and he requested the Town Clerk to clarify certain matters in relation to this issue.

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of planning permissions 06/22 and 07/19 which related to 35, 36 and 37 Lower Main Street, Longford, in the name of Mayor James Keogh.  The Town Clerk stated that the planning permission 06/22 was for the refurbishment of the ground floor of 35 Main Street and a change of use to form an extension to the existing licensed premises at 36 Main Street.  He stated that planning permission 07/19 was for the demolition of existing apartments and partially derelict building returns to the rear of 35, 36 and 
37 Lower Main Street for a mixed use development consisting of a 33 No. bedroom Inn within the converted and refurbished buildings.  The Town Clerk stated that a question had been raised in relation to these matters with the Local Government Auditor.  The Town Clerk stated that the development in relation to 06/22 had been completed and the development at 07/19 some works had been carried out but the development of the 33 bedroom Inn had not taken place.  He stated that this required the development charges to be re-calculated and this had been done by the planning staff in consultation with the agent for Mayor Keogh and the Town Clerk confirmed that the parking provisions in relation to both developments had been satisfied and that a signed and sealed legal agreement in relation to payment of development charges in respect of both developments had been agreed and that all necessary documentation and copy agreements had been forwarded to the Local Government Auditor in this respect.
Items adjourned from February Meeting of the Council 

IBAL Anti Litter League 2009 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this issue arose from a Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Alan Mitchell at the February meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that this matter arose from a recent IBAL Report on Longford town in which the approach roads and the bring banks were largely responsible for Longford being classified as moderately littered.  Cllr. Mitchell noted the response from the County Council in relation to the bring banks.  However, he noted that that response sought to include Longford Town Council in the solution to the problem but that it was not our responsibility.  Cllr. Mitchell noted that there was no response from the County Council in relation to the approach roads but he noted that work had recently been carried out on the approach Strokestown Road.  Cllr. Mitchell also noted that a large number of trees had recently been cut down on the by-pass to facilitate the installation of pipes and he sought a commitment from the County Council that these trees will be replaced in due course.  

Cllr. Michael Connellan asked if the use of cameras was considered in relation to the bring banks.

Cllr. Christy Warnock noted that a car had recently been caught on camera dumping at the Annaly Car Park but that the camera was unable to pick up the car registration number and Cllr. Warnock also sent out an appeal to the judiciary in relation to convictions for littering in that he noted a recent case where a person found littering was not convicted on the basis that he could not afford to pay the fine.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that Longford had the best record nationally for recycling and he put down a lot of the littering to consumption of alcohol in public places.

It was agreed to review the use of signage around the town to copper fasten enforcement of the bye-laws in this area.

Notices of Motion 

Housing Rents 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That there be no increase in housing rents this year due to the collapse of the economy and the bad situation that people find themselves in”.

This Notice of Motion was deferred for consideration to the next meeting of the Council as Cllr. Connell was not present at the meeting.

Traffic at Social Welfare building 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council exercise its right to control traffic at Social Welfare building in the interest of health and safety”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that due to the recent rise in unemployment that major queues had occurred at this location and that severe discomfort was being experienced by the residents of the area, together with the people queuing as no parking spaces were available.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the onus was on the Department of  Social and Family Affairs to provide parking spaces for its customers and it was unanimously agreed to write a letter of complaint to the Department of Social and Family Affairs requesting that adequate parking spaces be made available.

Alternative parking – Breaden’s Lane
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:- 
“That Longford Town Council make immediate arrangements to provide free alternative parking facilities for the owners of properties located at Ballymahon Street, Dublin Street and New Street who have the right of access to the rear of their premises from Breadens Lane during the redevelopment of Breadens Lane”. 

Cllr. Connellan welcomed the work that was finally being carried out on Breaden’s Lane.  However, he stated that some provision should be made for residents and businesses in the area who were at the loss of parking spaces at the rear of their premises.

The Town Clerk informed him that permits had been granted to people affected by the road works and temporary loading areas had been agreed outside their premises and that the matter had been satisfactorily resolved.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to residential permits on Main Street.  However, it was agreed to defer consideration of this to the next meeting of the Council.

Entrance to Shopping Centre Car Park  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That this Council provide ramps or speed cushions and install public lighting at the entrance to the Shopping Centre Car Park from Main Street”.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that this was a very dark area with poor lighting and that the footpaths were not wide enough to facilitate pedestrians with push-chairs / prams and that it was an accident waiting to happen at this location.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that this was brought up at several meetings over the years that this area pedestrianised but this had never been carried out.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the best option would be to pedestrianise this area.  However, in the previous agreement with Tesco in relation to the Longford Centre Car Park that agreement precluded the Town Council from carrying out any works at this location without the express approval of Tesco.  However, with the new agreement which was now in place it was agreed that this matter would be further considered.  The Town Clerk stated that a copy of the relevant agreement had not yet been forwarded to him in relation to this area.

It was agreed that the following items Nos. 17, 18 and 19 for the February meeting  would be included as part of the Agenda with Nos. 9, 10 and 11 that is Conferences, Correspondence and Any other business for the March meeting of the Council.

Report on unfinished housing estates 

It was noted that this matter would be considered at the normal monthly meeting of the Council in April and consideration of this item was deferred until the April meeting. 
Draft Town Development Plan – Manager’s Report 

Mr. Ciaran Murphy informed the members that a meeting was required to further consider the Manager’s Report in this regard.  He stated that the preferred date for the meeting was 6th May 2009.  This would allow a consultation period and would not require a meeting during the August holiday period.  

However, it was agreed that the meeting would now be held at 4.00 p.m. on the 8th April 2009 in advance of the normal Monthly Meeting.

Conferences 

The following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-
Conferences  -  Meeting  11.02.2009

1)
Seminar for Councillors “Local Government and Renewable Energy” – 15th / 17th February 2009 – Sligo Park Hotel, Pearse Road, Sligo.

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors “Election 2009:  The Challenges” – 25th / 27th February 2009 – Ballsbridge Inn, Ballsbridge, Dublin.

3)
Third Sector Forum “Maximising Your Vote” – 27th / 28th February 2009 – Red Cow Moran Hotel, Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

4)
Kerry Literary and Cultural Centre “The Economic & Social Benefits of Preserving our Cultural Heritage” – 5th / 6th March, 2009 - Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Co. Kerry.

Conferences  -  Meeting  11.03.2009

1)
Association of County and City Councils – Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel,


Cllr. Alan Mitchell informed the members that the representational payment made to Councillors would now be the subject of the pension levy.  However, he noted that the members were not entitled to a pension.

Correspondence   
Any other business 

The following matters were raised under “Any other business” 

(1) 
The Town Clerk informed the members that two meetings had taken place between representatives from the Town Council and the County Council in relation to the future of Connolly Barracks.  The Town Clerk stated that the Town Council representation was on the Agenda for the February and March meetings of the Council but was not reached under normal business and in the absence of selected delegates the Mayor had nominated Cllr. Michael Connellan and Cllr. Paul Connell to sit on the committee.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed that Cllr. Paul Connell and Cllr. Michael Connellan would sit on this committee, together with Cllr. Christy Warnock, who was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connnellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Joint Committee had been granted a tour of Connolly Barracks by a representative from the Department of Defence and the agreement of the committee was that a Local Area Plan should be drawn up by Longford Town Council for the area.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was agreed to prepare a Local Area Plan for the area.    

(2) 
The Town Clerk informed the members that the Roadworks Programme for 2009 had been adopted by the members at the February meeting of the Council.  He stated that he now asked the members to consider a revision to that programme.  The Town Clerk informed the members that it was stated Council policy to remediate the main business thoroughfares in the town which included Dublin Street, New Street, Ballymahon Street and Main Street in advance of carrying out work at any other location.  However, he stated that two insurance claims had recently come in in respect of alleged accidents at Earl Street and he requested consent of the Council to leave aside works at Ballymahon Street and carry out works on Earl Street instead. 

It was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next meeting of the Council and a full report would be submitted in relation to increased costs and insurances claims.

(3)
Cllr. Christy Warnock raised the issue of sandwich boards and stated that it was Council policy not to allow sandwich boards on the streets and he noticed that some had recently appeared back and that these needed to be removed.

(4)
Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the matter of the Traffic Island at Farnagh Hill.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that this was recently destroyed in a crash and that consideration should be given to having it removed altogether.

(5) 
Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that road signs be removed immediately after works have been completed and it was agreed to have this matter investigated.


Cllr. Mitchell requested to know why double yellow lines had been laid on the road at the Market Square right up as far as the third building on that street and he was informed by the Town Clerk that these lines had been put there following consultation with the Gardai as when heavy goods vehicles entering or exiting the Market Square met at the junction there were unable to pass due to the obstruction of traffic at this location.

(6)
Cllr. Mitchell stated that businesses in town were suffering due to the downturn in the economy and he requested a report on outstanding rates to be forwarded to the next meeting of the Council.   
(7)
Cllr. Michael Connellan noted that two solar panel lights which had been erected at Lisduff Hill / Farnagh Hill were not working.  Cllr. Connellan stated that one broke completely and the other was not working and he requested that this matter be examined.
(8)
Cllr. Michael Connellan raised the issue of parking at the Mall.  He stated that people are parking on the disabled bays who have not got the approved blue disabled card and he requested that this matter be examined. 

(9)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was appalled at damage recently done to the playground in the Mall and requested to know the extent in money terms of the damage caused.


The Town Clerk informed her that this was not yet available.

(10)
Cllr. Brendan Gilmore raised the issue of the Sue Ryder Development at Glack and he was informed that finance was not available from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for this project at the moment.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________


  Town Clerk

Dated:   8th April 2009.         
