COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on 
Wednesday 10th February, 2010, at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty
Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk
Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer

Mr. Brian Ross, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. David Tubridy, Senior Engineer

Mr. Tselo Tlou, Senior Executive Engineer

Apology:

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Cllr. James Keogh

Prayer 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes 

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly 
Meeting held on Wednesday 13th January, 2010   

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 13th January, 2010, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Confirmation of Minutes of Adjourned Monthly 

Meeting held on Monday 18th January, 2010  
The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Monday 18th January, 2010, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

Manager’s orders

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received

and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he was amazed to hear that an objection had been lodged by the Chamber of Commerce into the granting of planning permission Ref. Nos. 09/40 and 09/41 relative to the development of the Town Centre and tandem development at Templemichael / Ballinalee Road.  Cllr. Connell stated that the adoption of the Retail Strategy, which this Council had signed up to, was to try and re-address the situation where a substantial number of Longford people go to shop in other areas and that this was now the chance to put Longford back to the position where it attracted shoppers from the outlying areas.  Cllr. Connell stated that the proposed development would create anything between six hundred and eight hundred jobs and that many more construction jobs would be created in June 2010 when the proposed development was to commence.  He stated that there were presently one hundred and fifty people employed in Tesco and the possibility is that they may down-grade the Longford store and up-grade either the Roscommon or Carrick-on-Shannon stores.  Cllr. Connell stated that the people behind the proposal were two businessmen who already provided up to four hundred jobs in this area and that this development was commendable in the absence of gateway or hub status.  He stated that this development, together with the notification from the National Roads Authority relative to the Longford By-Pass and the work involved in the restoration of St. Mel’s Cathedral would provide a very needed stimulus to employment in the town.  Cllr. Connell stated that Tesco had recently spent €6 million in upgrading the present store but had a 25% reduction in footfall to show for this investment.
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that Councillors as representatives of the people must make important decisions and he noted a 25% reduction in footfall in shopping.  Cllr. Connellan stated that the Mayor and two Councillors should meet with the Chamber of Commerce and the developers at an early date.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the Chamber do not represent all businesses in the town and he noted a survey carried out by an individual which he stated was not representative of all businesses.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that this same attitude previously objected to now successful developments in the town when they were first located here.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that Tesco have their minds made up to leave if this proposal does not proceed and he stated that this development will bring much needed potential to a derelict area in the town.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he had no problem with the town centre development but that his problem remained with the move of the Tesco premises to the out of town centre.  Cllr. Mitchell noted the applicants applied for a seven year permission and he requested to know the time span on the actual grant of permission.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that the proposed development, in his view, contravened material guidelines and that the Board will interpret the Retail Strategy in carrying out their assessment.       
Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that this development will test the retail strategy and she noted that the Chamber were reluctantly taking this case.  Cllr. Sexton stated that the difficulty in the Town Centre Car Park is Paid Parking and it was unfortunate that the Chamber were now at odds with the Council decision.  She also asked where the principle of sustainability lay in all of these developments.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was in the retail trade all of her life and agreed that the Council and the Chamber and the developers should meet and try and come to a satisfactory conclusion but she noted the absence of the so called high street shops and brands presently in the town.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore, in conclusion, noted the decrease in footfall in the town centre and he stated that new life was needed which would be brought by the introduction of these new brand shops.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised planning application Ref. 10/01 which was for proposed development for the purpose of carrying out embalming and related works at Glack, Longford.  
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he had a personal interest in this application in that the applicant was his brother and he immediately left the meeting to avoid any conflict of interest.
Cllr. Flaherty stated that there were approximately two to three hundred people living in this area and it was between a residential and commercial area.  He stated that he had no problem with the actual development but stated that the location for this was all wrong.  He also stated that 99.9% of corpses are embalmed. 
Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he supported the application stating that the project would create much needed employment.

Cllr. Connell returned to the meeting when discussion on this matter was closed.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme 
Mr. David Tubridy, Senior Engineer, made a presentation in relation to the Water Services Investment Programme 2007 /2009 and he set out details of the procurement of water services schemes and the progress report on water services schemes.  Mr. Tubridy informed the members that the preliminary report stage for a scheme included the following:-

1)
Identification of need.

2)
Prepare brief for preliminary report for consultants.

3)
Submit brief to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
4)
DoEHLG approval for the brief for preparation of the preliminary report.

5)
Procurement and appointment of consultants.

6)
Assessment of draft preliminary report by Longford County Council.

7)
Submit preliminary report and water services pricing policy report to DoEHLG approval for the preliminary report.

This stage then leads on to the detailed design stage and this includes the 

following:-

1)
DoEHLG approval for the preliminary report and water services pricing policy report.

2)
Prepare brief for detailed design for consultants.

3)
DoEHLG approval for the design brief.

4)
Procurement and appointment of consultant.

5)
Complete statutory processing, planning, EIS land acquisition, wayleaves.

6)
Assessment of contract documents.    

7)
Submit to DoEHLG for approval to the contract documents.

Mr. Tubridy stated that this then leads on to the tender and construction stage which includes the following:-

1)
Assessment of tender documentation by Longford County Council. 
2)
Procurement of tenders.

3)
Assessment and report on tenders by consultants.

4)
Submit tender report to DoEHLG.

5)
DoEHLG approval of tender report.

6)
Select and appoint site supervisory staff.

7)
Prepare and sign contract.

8)
Commencement of construction.

9)
Interim payments to contractor.

10)
Completion of construction.

11)
Receipt of draft final account and submit to DoEHLG.
12)
Approval of final account by DoEHLG.

Mr. Tubridy then outlined the progress on schemes that are relevant to Longford Town.
Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme 

Stage 6  -  Reservoir and Pipelines

Mr. Tubridy stated that  this scheme  provided for the construction of a 

10,000 metre³  reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford town and environs and new watermain to connect new reservoir to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford town.  The construction work commenced in August 2008 and was now substantially complete.  It is expected that the reservoir will be brought into service by April 2010.  The total contract and non-contract costs is approximately €13.4 million and this will require a local contribution of €3.618 million.

Mr. Tubridy further outlined details of the Longford Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 1 Network Rehabilitation and he informed the members that this comprised of the following works:-

Replacement of 18 kilometres of existing watermains and installation of valves, hydrants etc., replacement of customer communications pipes and boundary boxes.  Works are predominantly located in Longford town and also along the Ballinalee Road.  The estimated contract and non-contract cost is approximately €2.8 and this will require a local contribution of €280,000.

Mr. Tubridy further outlined details of the Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme Strategic Review and this scheme comprises of the following:- 
1)
Short term operational upgrade of Lough Forbes Water Treatment Works.

2)
Main upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW.

3)
Pipelines and reservoirs.

Longford County Council are waiting for DoEHLG approval to appoint contractor for short term operational upgrade contract.  This will require a water abstraction order before the DoEHLG will fund the main upgrade of Lough Forbes WTW contract.  It is expected that this notice in respect of the order will be published by March 2010 and the estimated contract and non-contract costs is approximately €13 million and this will require a contribution of €3.718 million.

Longford Town Sewerage Scheme 

This scheme provides for the following:-

1)
Stage 1 expansion of the existing waste water treatment works to a 

30,000 pe and construction of new sludge hub centre.

2)
Longford Town Network Upgrade.

3)
Approval of preliminary report of WWTW upgrade given.

4)
Brief for contract documentation of WWTW upgrade and preliminary report for network upgrade had been submitted to the DoEHLG for approval.

The estimated contract and non-contract costs is approximately €21 million and 

this will require a local contribution of €5.754 million.

Longford Sewerage Scheme Phase 2  

This scheme provided for a sewerage scheme to serve existing and future 

developments in the south eastern environs of Longford Town.  It was noted that 

the DoeHLG required a local area plan be prepared before approving this scheme.  

This plan has now been adopted by both Longford Town and Longford County 

Councils and Longford County Council have written to the Department of 

formally approve the scheme in order for Longford County Council to prepare 

brief for appointment of consultants.  The estimate for the cost of this scheme is 

approximately €5.7 million.

Mr. Tubridy further stated that the provision of sanitary services schemes in the 

County will require an estimated local contribution of €13.9 million.
Mr. Tselo Tlou, Senior Executive Engineer, delivered the following presentation 
in relation to delivery of services and he informed the members that the following 
services are delivered:-
1)
The operation and maintenance of public water supply schemes and sewerage schemes.

2)
Provision and improvement of water and sewerage schemes.
3)
Provision of licences for water and sewerage connections.

4)
Provision of individual well grants.

5)
Provision of grants for group water and sewerage schemes.

6)
Provision of treatment of facilities.

7)
Maintenance and monitoring of water quality.

8)
Road opening licences.

9)
Water metering.
10)
Water conservation.

11)
Water services planning reports.

Mr. Tlou outlined to the members the various legislation dealing with these issues and he further stated that the core objective is to provide, improve and maintain the necessary water and waste water infrastructure throughout the county to ensure an adequate supply of good quality water and to maximise the protection of the environment in order to promote the social and economic development of the county.  He further outlined the strategy and the actions taken within this core objective and Mr. Tlou further outlined to the members the assessment of needs 2009 and he outlined to the members the various being carried out under the water services investment programme 2007 / 2009.

Mr. Brian Ross, Senior Executive Engineer, outlined to the members the various issues in relation to the operation and maintenance of the sanitary services network in the water services department and he detailed to the members the issues that were involved in the Christmas freeze-up which resulted in frozen service pipes, tankering water, mains and services bursts, depleted reservoir levels, taps being opening to prevent freezing.  Mr. Ross informed the members that the recommendations for site development works for housing areas 1998 by the DoEHLG and commonly known as the “blue book” was used as a general specification and he stated that the pipe cover in watermain pipes should have a minimum cover of 900 mm and that service pipes should have a minimum cover 
of 600 mm and failure to adhere to these limits was the main cause of service pipes freezing and in his presentation Mr. Ross outlined to the members technical information in relation to chambers and service pipes and he further outlined issues in relation to the levels in the main reservoirs and issues to the taking in charge policy of sanitary services within housing estates.  He further outlined to the members recent issues associated with lead services.

Mr. Ross further dealt with issues in relation to sewer back-up at Midara Gardens 

and he stated that a localised solution of installing a non-return valve on all  

sewers was put in place.
The engineers responded to the various questions of the members and in 

conclusion Mr. Brian Ross informed the members that on Christmas eve, the 

night of the fire in the Cathedral the water was not turned off or frozen.  He stated 

that water was turned off in areas adjacent to the Cathedral to boost the supply 

going to the Cathedral and he further stated that the telemetry system in operation 

will back this up. 
Cllr. Mae Sexton asked about the treatment of sludge from the sewerage plants and she was informed that the method as outlined by Mr. Tubridy was the most advanced method of dealing with sludge.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted the thirty stages in the preparation of a scheme from an initial assessment to completion and he noted that this could be used by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to slow down the progress of the scheme because of lack of sufficient resources.

The members noted the temporary arrangement which was in place in Midera Gardens and requested that the provision of small schemes be considered as a temporary arrangement for Midera Gardens and Teffia Park.

Mr. Brian Ross outlined to the members the taking in charge policy from a Sanitary Services point of view and responded to many queries from the members in this regard.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore thanked the officials for their very informative 

presentation.                     
Connolly Barracks 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the following motion was being proposed by the sub-committee of the Town and County Councils dealing with Connolly Barracks

“That this Council consider the purchase and / or lease of Connolly Barracks jointly with Longford County Council and we seek an arrangement with the Department of Defence in this regard”.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, it was unanimously resolved to support this motion.

Roadworks Programme 2010 

Mr. Brian McNeela, Town Engineer, outlined to the members details of the Roadworks Programme for 2010 and on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan this was unanimously agreed.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted the works to be carried out at Abbeycartron Lane and requested that the provision of a Yellow Box at the junction with the Battery Road be investigated to allow traffic ease out of Abbeycartron.
Notice of Motion 
Lollipop Man at St. Joseph’s National School 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“I call on Longford County Council to reconsider the position of the lollipop man at Saint Joseph’s National School on the Dublin Road, Longford, and retain his services until, at least, the end of the school year where, I understand, a decision has already been made to remove the position as soon as the lights beside the school are switched on.

I understand that the position has been retained in a number of schools in Dublin which also have pedestrian lights outside their school”.

The members unanimously supported this motion and Cllr. Connellan stated that he was annoyed that no response was forthcoming from the Roads Engineers of the County Council.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan agreed to take this matter up at the forthcoming County Council meeting.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that whoever makes the decision for the removal of the warden at this location will be responsible for their actions should any accident happen at this location.

Conferences 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Colmcille Winter School – ‘The Role of Small Enterprises in Overcoming the Recession’ – Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal – 26th / 28th February, 2010. 

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors – ‘Alcohol & Drug Abuse and Health & Safety’ Raheen House Hotel, Raheen Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – 26th / 28th February, 2010.

3)
The Local Government Housing Service – Killarney Plaza Hotel and Spa, Kenmare Place, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 18th / 20th March, 2010. 

4)
Seminar – “Climate Change:  Impacts and Strategies, going forward” – 26th / 28th March, 2010 – Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

5)
Local Authority Members Association Annual Conference – “Councillors Role in Changing Climate” – 9th / 10th April 2010  – Sligo Park Hotel, 

Pearse Road, Sligo.

6)
Longford Association in London Annual Dinner  –  5th February, 2010 

– London.

7)
Co. Longford Association of Greater New York St. Patrick’s Dinner  Dance and Parade – 14th / 17th March, 2010 – New York. 

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  10th March, 2010. 
