COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 10th March, 2010, at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager



Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Michael Connellan 

Prayer 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

held on Wednesday 10th February 2010
The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 10th February 2010 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and appeals to An Bord Plenanal

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the members and he informed them as follows:-
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  


Town Centre Redevelopment

The Town Clerk stated that the permission issued in this case was a 7 year permission.  The permission issued for the Templemichael development by Longford County Council is a 5 year permission.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he was disappointed that a 7 year permission was issued in respect of the Town Centre development.
(2)
Mall Projects 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the 

following:-

(a)  
Fás Scheme 

The construction of the boundary wall and railings around the duck pond was in progress.


(b)   
All Weather Pitch 



That the erection of the dug out was complete. 

(c)
The Town Clerk stated that proposals for improving wildlife and natural amenities in Mall were now being examined. 
These were noted by the members.
(3)
Roadworks Programme 2010  

The Town Clerk stated that under this programme the following works were to commence shortly:- 
Resurfacing works at MacEoin Park Park. 
Gates to be erected between the rear of houses 57 – 72 Teffia Park, with agreement of residents. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the annual Road Grant had now been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the sum of €35,000 was allocated to the Council in excess of what was agreed at the Budget Meeting and this money was now available to spend, together with an amount of €66,800 which had been provided for in the budget under the heading of “Member’s Expenses” but which now cannot be allocated under this heading.

This left a total of €102,500 to be re-allocated and on the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed that the sum of €50,000 would be allocated to the completion of the road works at Abbeycartron which will allow the works to be completed up to the junction at the Battery Road and the balance of €52,500 be allocated towards the accommodation works following the demolition of the old swimming pool.
However, Cllr. James Keogh stated that he had attended many conferences and it was always used as an occasion to promote the town and county and he stated that this money cannot be re-allocated under the road works programme.  Cllr. Keogh stated that many hotels will suffer following the loss of conference business and he stated a strategy to bring in initiatives to stimulate business should now be prepared.  Cllr. Keogh also stated that video conferencing should be made available to Councillors who are not now in a position to attend conferences.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that some amount of this money could be put into the promotion of the town through the Banjo Festival, the Marathon and other similar festivals.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated she took on board what Cllr. Keogh was stating, however, this might lead to duplication with work being carried out by other agencies.

On the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was finally agreed to adopt the proposal as outlined by the Town Clerk and it was also agreed to prepare an estimate for the accommodation works at the swimming pool and to discuss with the County Council what measures might be taken in relation to promotional activities and video conferencing. 
The members queried whether it was possible to provide footpaths at Abbeycartron Lane and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council in this matter.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that lights be installed also at this location and asked if this was not possible that the appropriate ducting be put in place to facilitate development in the future.
(4)
Public Lighting


Upgrading of public lighting in Connolly Crescent will commence shortly.

(5)
Housing 


The following are at various stages:-

78 Annaly Park
-  ongoing


5 St. Mel’s Court  -  ongoing


6 St. Mel’s Court  -  ongoing



3 Houses in Annaly Park  -  ongoing


80 St. Michael’s Road  -  complete


7 O’Connor Park  -  complete 


45 Springlawn  -  complete


55 Springlawn  -  due to commence shortly


96 Springlawn  -  due to commence shortly

Cllr. Mae Sexton sought clarification on the manner on which works were being carried out under the above and the Town Clerk informed the members that the Housing Technician has a panel of qualified contractors from whom quotations for the various jobs are received.

The Town Clerk stated that in recent times the quotations were very competitive and included all aspects of the work.   
(6)
Rapid 

MacEoin Park
-   
upgrading of damaged footpaths 

to commence shortly


(7)
Cemetery Extension 

Detailed survey of existing cemetery and proposed extension in progress.  Bye-Laws in relation to headstones being examined.  Minor works on new footpaths to commence shortly.  Repair works on front boundary wall in progress.



Detailed Part VIII proposal to be submitted to April meeting. 
Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to an area at the western end of the cemetery and requested that this be cleaned up.

The Town Clerk undertook to have this work carried out while the workmen were present.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the Council should examine the possibility of eliminating surrounds for graves as these can prove difficult to maintain and it was agreed to examine this matter and incorporate it in bye-laws proposed. 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the preparation of  bye-laws should be done in consultation with the undertakers and the caretaker in the cemetery and this was agreed.

Nomination of Member to Longford Sports Partnership Committee  

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, Mayor Brendan Gilmore was nominated to sit on the Longford Sports Partnership Committee.
Development Contribution Scheme 

The members considered the above scheme and noted that the recommendation to reduce the level of contributions by 3.17% was proposed and the Town Clerk informed the members that the method of calculating development charges due under the recently adopted Town Development Plan substantially increased the limits of gross floor space required as against the previous plan.  The Town Clerk stated that this effectively would substantially reduce development charges due in the areas involved.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted that under the Southern Environs Local Area Plan that a supplementary development contribution scheme would be needed to finance the installation of sewerage in this area and it was agreed to contact the County Council in this matter to agree an indicative cost per house and to prepare a scheme in accordance with the Southern Environs Local Area Plan.
It was noted that the scheme provided for a discretion to the members in relation to charges generally and also that a meeting in committee would be held to consider outstanding development charges due for unfinished housing estates.

Unfinished Housing Estates – Taking in Charge Policy  
The Town Clerk informed the members that there had been a lot of discussion about this issue and he requested that the policy be adopted as the present situation prevented the Council from taking action against people in default of planning permissions.  The Town Clerk stated that this scheme had already been adopted by the County Council and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, the Taking in Charge Policy as circulated was adopted.
Schedule of Uncollected Rates 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Schedule of Uncollected Rates was available for inspection by the members.  He stated that in line with the current economic climate it remained a difficult area for collection of monies and he stated that the amount of arrears at 31st December 2009 was €645,636.  He noted that the receipt of arrears from 1st January 2010 to the present day was €150,000.  The Town Clerk stated that a bad debt provision on arrears had been agreed at €255,200 and this amount was deemed uncollectible for various reasons i.e. buildings demolished and still on valuation lists, vacant premises and premises where repairs were being carried out.  It was noted that the balance of arrears for collection for 2009 was €240,436.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that a breakdown of the categories of arrears be available for the next meeting of the Council.

Items for March Meeting of the Council 

Part VIII – Willow Park Halting Site 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this matter had been previously discussed at a Special Joint Housing Meeting of the County Council and the Town Council.  He informed the members that the change to the design became necessary following the November floods and the amendments reflected the necessary alterations.  He stated that the estimated cost increased was from €1.6 million to €2 million and that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had indicated their approval to the revised costs and the revised scheme.  The Town Clerk stated that the Town Council had a legal statutory obligation under the Traveller Accommodation Plan to provide such facilities.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that Halting Sites should be a thing of the past that travellers no longer desire to live in them.  She stated that she had contacted the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and given the list of counties that had no transient halting sites.  Cllr. Sexton stated that there was no demand for transient halting sites and she was surprised that the Minister had approved funding.

Cllr. James Keogh agreed with the sentiments expressed by Cllr. Sexton and stated that businesses had to close on many occasions because of the activities of travellers.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the existing halting site which was not long in place was now burned out and derelict and the only issue he could remember over the years was providing for expenditure on fire hose reels which were destroyed.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he was first elected to the Council in 1979 and a case involved illegal parking of a caravan failed because there was no transient halting site to remove the offending caravans to.

Cllr. Mae Sexton asked what happens if we do not approve the Part VIII proposal.  

The Town Clerk and Town Manager both informed the members that the Council would be liable and exposed to substantial damages to the contractor as a signed contract was in place.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that a grouped traveller housing scheme should be investigated as this appeared to be a successful proposal in other areas.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she had served as Chairperson on the local Traveller Accommodation Committee and that this group was representative of officials, elected members and members of the travelling community and that both Councils were under severe pressure to bring 

forward a plan that included the provision of the refurbishment of the Halting Site and the provision of transient sites.

On the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, it was agreed to write to the Minister voicing the concerns of the Council that the site was part of the flood plain for Longford town.  

It was also agreed to check the position of the contract with the Council’s Legal Adviser.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to proceed to consultation stage with the Part VIII proposal.

Part VIII – Ballymahon Street West Footpath Refurbishment 

On the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the proposal as submitted to the members was unanimously agreed.

Cllr. Christy Warnock noted that the present paving slabs at McGuinnesses, Baxters and the Post Office were loose and required attention and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Town Engineer.

Local Government Auditor’s Report Annual 

Financial Statement up to 31st December 2008        
The Town Clerk informed the members that the Auditor’s Report recorded for the first time in many years that the records show a favourable financial balance at year end and that this reflected prudent management of resources by Town Council Staff.  He also stated that a number of recommendations contained 
within the report would be acted upon by the Finance Section of the Council.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted the amount due in respect of development contributions and requested a report on the amount of money which the Council considered would be received.

It was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Nomination of Member to Longford County Development Board 
On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, Cllr. Alan Mitchell was nominated to Longford County Development Board.

Consideration of update on Cluid 

Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road 

The members noted the report from the Town Clerk in relation to the Cluid Housing Scheme and he stated that at a recent meeting of the Cluid Regeneration Committee the question of the Town Council compulsorily purchasing some of these properties was raised.
The Town Clerk stated that it was a process that the Council had used before successfully on the basis of regeneration and it was unanimously agreed to proceed with this process.

The Town Clerk also noted that a letter had been received from Cluid requesting that we issue a letter of consent to enable a planning application be made in respect of properties which were not yet transferred from the Council to Cluid and this was agreed.
Amendments to Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws 2004 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the following amendments to the Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws 2004 were unanimously adopted:-

(1)
Provision of 5 No. spaces at Ballymahon Street, Longford 

Monday – Saturday 7.00 p.m. to 7.00 a.m.

All day Sundays and Bank Holidays.

(2)
Provision of wheelchair accessible taxi bay at Market Square, Longford.

Pick up area only.

(3)
Reduce the spaces from 6 No. to 2 No. on the Rue Noyal Chatillon Sur Seiche (Central Access Route).

(4)
Revoke the occasional appointed stands at Main Street 4 No.,  Dublin Street 3 No.,  Market Square 2 No. 

Conferences 

The list of conferences submitted to the members were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Training Seminar on the Welfare of Children – “A Guide to Child Protection” 
- Round Tower Hotel, Ardmore, Co. Waterford – 

16th / 18th April 2010.
 

2)
The 1916 Rebellion – “The National Revival its Beginning and Construction” – The Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford – 24th April 2010. 

3)
2010 La Touche Legacy Seminar (Preliminary Notice)
“Local Democracy – in Changing Times” – Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 1st / 3rd October 2010.
 

Correspondence 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested support of the Notice of Motion from Tullamore Town Council:-

“That Tullamore Town Council request information from the HSE regarding the assessment system in place for Medical Card holders”.
This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton.

Any other business 

Cllr. Paul Connell noted that a range of general products suitable for diabetics were not available or stocked in the main supermarkets in Longford town.  
It was agreed to write to the appropriate supermarkets involved.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:____________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  14th April, 2010.
