COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 17th April, 2010, at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager



Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Prayer 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

held on Wednesday 10th March, 2010
On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, the minutes of the meeting dated Wednesday 10th March 2010 were confirmed and adopted. 
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and appeals to An Bord Plenanal

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the members in advance and he informed them as follows:-
(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a)
The Town Clerk stated that the estimate for the demolition of the Old Swimming Pool and all associated site works was €131,984.38.  This included all accommodation works and the provision of car parking spaces.
(b) Roadworks at Abbeycartron

The Town Clerk stated that the width of the road at this location is inadequate to accommodate a footpath.  This was previously examined and a stop / go proposal was mooted but found to be unsuitable.  In order to accommodate a footpath additional land would have to be acquired and a number of large mature trees removed.  No funding is available for this proposal.  Public Lighting is already in place at this location, however it will be upgraded if deemed necessary.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there were a large number of houses in this area and this also included a number of football pitches which were regularly used by school boys and he requested that this matter be looked at again.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the landowner should be approached to see if he would voluntarily give land in this area for the provision of a footpath and it was agreed to approach him in this matter.

It was agreed to examine this matter further and to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council. 

(c)
Breakdown of Rate Arrears 


A breakdown of Rate Arrears was circulated to the 

Meeting.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that this matter should be kept under close scrutiny to ensure that every effort is made to collect outstanding monies and to facilitate business people by paying rates in instalments.

Cllr. Mae Sexton enquired if any response had been received from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to the siting of the Halting Site and the Town Clerk informed her that no reply had yet been received.

The Town Clerk also stated that this site was not a designated flood plain however, it was noted that the site was liable to flooding. 
(2)
Ballymacormack Cemetery 
The Town Clerk informed the members that remedial work on the outer perimeter stone wall had been completed.

He also stated that work was progressing on the construction of pathways and roadway in the existing cemetery.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted that the Cemetery Caretaker was to retire shortly and questioned if any replacement had been found.

Mr. Jack Kilgallen informed Cllr. Flaherty that an alternative arrangement regarding the replacement of the present caretaker is being examined.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that we as a Council were very accommodating towards the Department, however, the Department were not reciprocating and Cllr. Connell stated that he had brought this matter up at the County Council meeting earlier in the day and he was informed by the County Manager that he was statutory bound to enforce the Department Regulations.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the whole purpose of the embargo was to reduce costs and yet from figures released recently this is not happening. Cllr. Connellan stated that statistically the number in the public service has only fallen by a marginal amount having regard to the large number of retirements that has taken place. 

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the contract of the Assistant Planner had been terminated and asked who was now going to undertake the duties.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty asked why the request to the Department for a derogation from the regulations was not submitted to the Department months before the contract was due to expire and he was informed by the Town Clerk that every effort was made to have the contract of the Assistant Planner extended up to the end of the previous week.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the Planning Officer had carried out, in conjunction with the Joint Policing Committee, and asked who would now do this work.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that we had a statutory obligation as a planning authority and we must have officers to carry out this work otherwise we were in breach of our duties.   
(3)
Mall Projects 

The Town Clerk outlined to the meeting the following:-

Fás Scheme   

(a)  
That the construction of the boundary wall and railing 
around the duck pond is in progress.
(b)
We are investigating the possibility of installing a fountain in the pond. 
(c)   
Plans are being advanced for the creation of a wildflower garden and native plant arboretum in a section of the Mall.


Outdoor Exercise Equipment

He stated that there were proposals to provide outdoor exercise equipment along the Mall Walk.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that proposals for the installation of outdoor exercise equipment should be submitted to the members in advance of installation and it was agreed to circulate to the members details of the proposed equipment.
Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the Mall was flooded again recently and stated that this matter should be further investigated.  He stated that the possibility of splitting the river as it enters the Mall should be looked at.  

Cllr. Warnock also stated that anti-social behaviour was taking place in the Mall at the weekends and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Gardai.  He also stated that dogs were allowed to run loose in the Mall and this had the effect of frightening older people and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Dog Warden.

Cllr. Michael Connellan noted a number of public liability claims in respect of equipment in the Mall.

The Town Clerk noted that public liability claims had been received.  However, he stated that these will be strenuously fought by the Council.  

He also stated that all equipment is regularly inspected and in accordance with the requirements of the Council Insurers and all equipment supplied to the Council has been passed by the approved body for health and safety.  
(4)
Roadworks Programme 2010  


The Town Clerk outlined to the members the following:-

MacEoin Park
-  
resurfacing works due to commence 

    
within the coming weeks.

   
Upgrading to damaged footpaths 

due to commence next week 
(weather permitting)

Cllr. Paul Connell requested details of what work was being carried in MacEoin Park and it was agreed that details would be forwarded to Cllr. Connell.

Cllr. Connell also requested to know if the County Council were paying for this work. 

Teffia Park

-  
Gates have been erected on the back 

lane in Teffia Park between house Nos. 57 – 72. 

Abbeycartron Roadworks  -  It is expected that Longford Co. 

Co. will carry out work in early May.


Ballymahon Street Footpaths  -  
Tender process is ongoing.

Public consultation  in progress.




The Town Clerk informed the members that the County Council would shortly be resurfacing the Camp Road and it was anticipated that this work would start within two weeks.  He stated that the carrying out of this work may involve a road closure at this location.
(5)
Housing 


The Town Clerk informed the members of the following:-


Refurbishment Projects 

MacEoin Park Community Building  

The construction of a disabled person’s ramp to the community building will commence in the coming weeks.


Housing maintenance is ongoing.

(6)
CCTV 
The Town Clerk informed the members that it was hoped to go to tender in the coming weeks. 

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the tenders for the installation had in fact been placed on the E-Tenders List and he clarified matters in relation to the installation of CCTV in other areas in the town.  The Town Clerk stated that the Council had previously gone to public consultation in relation to the cameras to be provided and the areas mentioned by the members of the Joint Policing Committee meeting will be further examined following the installation of the current programme and if finances permitted these areas would then be examined.

Summary of Revenue and Expenditure up to 31st March 2010   
The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the revenue and expenditure accounts to the 31st March 2010.  He stated that car parking receipts had been down approximately €10,000 per month against last year’s receipts.  He also stated that vat in relation to off-street car parking will have an adverse effect on receipts from the month of July onwards.

The Town Clerk also stated that rent and rates collection were still challenging areas for the Council and he noted that the Council wished to facilitate the payment of instalments for outstanding rates. 
In response to the members, the Town Clerk stated that the shortfall in receipts was anticipated due to the downturn in the economy and that the revenue budget adopted by the members reflected this anticipated decrease.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that issues in relation to parking were blamed upon by the Chamber of Commerce and retailers for the downturn in the economy and the closure of businesses.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that it was a retrograde step to introduce paid parking in the Town Centre.  Cllr. Sexton stated that she shopped recently in Roscommon in the Town Centre car park and no charges applied there. 
Cllr. Michael Connellan asked if this pattern existed in other midland towns and he stated that the Chamber need to work with the Town Council in improving the situation.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the President of the Chamber took the opportunity to slate Longford Town Council on a recent planning decision at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Cllr. Flaherty also stated that business people in the town are not using the Town Centre car park but availing of free car parking at Bannon Terrace / Templemichael Terrace in Longford.  On a recent occasion there were a total of 58 cars parked there and only four of whom belonged to the residents.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that a special meeting should be held where this matter could be debated and he questioned the cost of parking, rates and rent had on businesses in the town. 
Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that high unemployment was effecting every town in Ireland and he stated that Longford Town Council was an easy touch for criticism and he stated that the Tesco store in Longford town Centre was never as busy.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the rate payers were the biggest financiers for the Town Council and that 30% of the people working in retail have been let go in recent times.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore stated that issues relating to the Chamber of Commerce kept cropping up at Council meetings and stated that the Chamber need to work in co-operation with the Town Council.
Old Swimming Pool – Part VIII Proposal 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the estimated cost of the demolition of the old swimming pool and the construction of parking spaces was €138,984.38.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that a previous planning application at this location provided for a mock harbour to be constructed.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that she was involved in the discussions surrounding the planning application at Harbour Point and questioned whether the re-opening of the canal harbour was still on the Council  agenda.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the opening of the canal harbour was still Council policy and stated that the Council had been pro-active in ensuring that the canal harbour was included in the corporate plans of Waterways Ireland and this plan facilitated a feasibility study on the canal harbour.

It was agreed to contact Waterways Ireland in this matter.   
Cemetery – Draft Bye-Laws 
The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the proposed draft Cemetery Bye-Laws and it was agreed that this matter would be discussed in advance at a meeting to be held before the next meeting of the Council.
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:   12th May, 2010.
