COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on 
Monday 18th January, 2010, at 6.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk



Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner




Ms. Lorraine O’Connor, Assistant Planner 



Apology:

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer

Cllr. Christy Warnock





PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 
The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton.
Cllr. Mae Sexton requested that the following be inserted:-

“Cllr. Mae Sexton proposed that the Council do not proceed with this project and this was seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.  However, it was noted that this proposal was contrary to adopted policy and was not pursued further”.
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting
held on Wednesday 9th December 2009

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Confirmation of Minutes of Joint Policing

Committee held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 

The Minutes of the Joint Policing Committee held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the signal light to inform Taxi Drivers that there was a vacant position on the Ballymahon Street Rank was not functioning properly.

Many of the members expressed concern that the taxi drivers were abusing the position on Ballymahon Street that they were parking outside of the agreed taxi bays and it was agreed to write a letter to the Superintendent of the Garda Siochana asking him to have this matter investigated and to enclose a map of the appropriate loading bay.

The members noted that shops had opened recently which sold “legal high” substances and it was agreed that this matter would be placed on the agenda for the next JPC meeting.  

Confirmation of Minutes of Adjourned Monthly 

Meeting held on Thursday 17th December 2009  

The Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Thursday 17th December 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Confirmation of Minutes of Budget Meeting 
held on Thursday 17th December 2009

The Minutes of the Budget Meeting held on Thursday 17th December 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Paul Connell raised an issue in relation to posting a notice on the door of a house regarding “Notice to Quit” proceedings and the Town Clerk informed him that the normal procedure with a Notice to Quit is that it is served by Registered Post.  However, if the tenant refused to accept same, leave is then sought from the Court to either post the notice either by normal mail delivery or to post same at the door of the premises.  It was noted that this only took place when the tenant refused to accept the notice through the normal channels.
Cllr. Connell also requested that a Special Housing Meeting take place and it was agreed that this would be examined and a suitable date chosen. 
Planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Southern Environs Local Area Plan
Mr. Donal Mac An Bheath addressed the members in relation to the Draft Southern Environs Local Area Plan and he informed the members that this report was prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended by the Planning and Development Amendment Act 2002 which sets out the procedure in relation to the preparation of Local Area Plans.  Mr. Mac An Bheatha informed the members that the Local Area Plan was put on public display in the offices of Longford County and Longford Town Councils and Longford County Library from the 23rd September 2009.  He also stated that notice was given to the prescribed bodies on this date and an advertisement was placed in the local newspapers inviting submissions up to the 6th November 2009 and he confirmed that this report related to issues raised in these submissions and makes recommendations as to how these should be incorporated into the local area plan for the Southern Regions. 
Summary of submissions 

Mr. Mac An Bheatha outlined the one submission which was received from the National Roads Authority as follows:-
· The authority notes that no strategic transport assessment has been undertaken for the subject lands but noted the provision of a policy to require the undertaking of a traffic impact assessment within the SELAP area and recommends that the strategic transport assessment is undertaken in conjunction with the planning and design of the proposed new link road through the LAP lands.

· Considers that the identification of a potential future link for future study related to N4 realignment in isolation is premature and the scope for such a link would be most appropriately assessed in the context of a strategic transport assessment for the wider area and in conjunction with the proposed new link road.

· Supports the requirement for TIA in relation to major individual developments within the plan area.

· Notes the identification of an N4/N63 link road to the south of the LAP area and advises that while it is beneficial to identify such road schemes that are proposed to be delivered at a local level, it is pointed out that this is not an NRA scheme.
· The authority commends the Council on the integrated approach to land use and transport that the local area plan format delivers.

Response to the issues raised

Traffic and Circulation

The first point relates to the need for a TIA to be undertaken for the subject lands and recommends that the strategic transport assessment is undertaken in conjunction with the planning and design of the proposed new link road through the LAP lands.  It is the opinion of the Planning Authority that any major development in the form of a new link road would require a transport assessment, due to the scale and nature of works proposed and would therefore be required to be carried out at this stage.

The second point related to the identification of a potential future link for future study related to N$ alignment, accessing the Strategic Land Reserve lands and the NRA considers that the identification of such a link, in isolation, is premature.  They consider that the scope for such a link would be most appropriately assessed in the context of a strategic transport assessment for the wider area and in conjunction with the proposed new link road.  It is considered that the identification of the link is important to protect such lands from inappropriate development which may restrict the potential for such a link road and a full transport assessment will be undertaken in relation to any road prior to the commencement of any works.  The Authority recommends that reference is made to the National Roads Authority ‘Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines’ which provides guidance on the scoping, conducting and evaluation of traffic and transport assessments for proposed developments.  It is considered appropriate to amend T14 to reflect this.

The third point noted the identification of an N4/N63 link road to the south of the LAP area and the NRA advises that while it is beneficial to identify such road schemes that are proposed to be delivered at a local level, it is pointed out that this is not an NRA scheme.  As pointed out above, it is considered appropriate at this stage to identify such lands in order to reserve them for possible future infrastructure projects and to protect them from inappropriate development.

In this regard, it is considered that the change recommended here is included in the Local Area Plan as set out in the Recommendation below:-

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Draft Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs be made subject to the following recommendation:-

With reference to the concerns relating to the traffic and transport assessment, it is recommended that reference is made in Section 10.3 to the National Roads Authority ‘Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines’ (2007).
Cllr. Mae Sexton asked if there were any constraints or monetary considerations on the infrastructure needed as required within the plan and what cost would it be to the Local Authority to develop this area further.

Mr. Mac An Bheatha stated that the provision of infrastructure within the plan should be development driven and he stated that it would require a study of the affect on surface water, sewerage and roads within the area.  Mr. Mac An Bheatha stated also that the amount of land contained within the County Council boundary area was small and the likelihood is that this would have to be financed by way of a special contribution scheme.

It was noted that there was a blanket ban on the construction of individual houses in the area following a court case some years ago.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the Nicholas O’Dwyer Report in relation to surface water drainage for the area and for the town needs to be revisited.  Cllr. Mitchell also requested that the County Council be called upon to progress the stage two of the sewerage scheme and push the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to approve same.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that this whole plan should be withdrawn as the Department will only provide for a small sewerage scheme whereas he stated that all of the infrastructure in the area was in bad repair.  Cllr. Connell also stated that any pipes sewerage or water being installed should be big enough to provide for the future development of the area.

Mr. Mac An Bheatha and Ms. Lorraine O’Connor, Assistant Planner, replied to further queries from Councillors.

On the proposal Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, the Draft Southern Environs Local Area Plan was adopted.    
Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) Weight Restrictions – Longford Town  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the signs regarding the weight restriction in Teffia Park will be erected this week.  There was a query made at the last meeting regarding a general weight restriction in town.  This general weight restriction refers to parking of vehicles only and in excess of 3 ton.

Other roads with weight restrictions are Deanscurragh and Camp Road.  
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that heavy vehicles were going through estates and other areas in the town.  He requested that a loading /unloading bay should be located outside of the town and the town accessed then by small vehicles.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that the present weight restrictions at Deanscurragh and the Camp Road were never policed and it was agreed to write to the Superintendent of An Garda Siochana with a copy of the order and requesting that the weight restrictions be enforced.   
Cllr. Mae Sexton asked if students could be used to carry out a survey in relation to the use of these areas by heavy vehicles.
(b) Cost Benefit Analysis of work carried out by private contractors and work carried out by direct labour.

I have arranged for a Quantity Surveyor to examine this and will report back in due course.
  

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that we should be able to establish that work is done cheaper by our own staff.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that a case should be made to the Department for the re-employment of the three tradesmen who were let go during the summer on the basis that there was a huge amount of work to be done following the recent bad weather.
(2)
Mall Projects 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-
(a)  
Fás Scheme 

The scheme continues to carry out remedial works following the flooding and are now carrying out remedial works after the snow and frost to improve access to the facilities.

Internal decorative works are also being carried out to the Sports Hall, Gymnasium and Swimming Pool.

The members complimented the Fás Scheme in relation to works carried out at the Mall following the recent bad weather.
(b)
Duck Pond 

Erection of boundary wall to commence as soon as weather picks up. 


(c)   
All Weather Pitch 

Erection of dugout and storage area to commence this week. 
Cllr. Paul Connell requested to know if this was the shelter that he had requested at a previous meeting and he was informed by the Town Clerk that this dugout related to the All Weather Pitch but that the construction of the shelter for the Mall Walkway was on a priority list.
(3)
Roadworks Programme 2010  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Roadworks Programme would be finalised as soon as the allocation for 2010 comes to hand.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that the footpath leading up to Farnagh Hill should be built on a phased basis and that a part of this should be done this year and continue to do this work on a phased basis.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the allocation for footpaths in the 2010 Roadworks Programme will be for the completion of the west side of Ballymahon Street.  However, it was agreed to examine further Cllr. Nolan’s proposal. 

All of the members present complimented Longford Town Council Outdoor Staff for their excellent work over the Christmas period and during the hard weather and it was noted that these men work hours around the clock to ensure that proper gritting was done.

It was noted that it was the priority of the County Council to keep the national roads clear within the Town Council boundary and that the Town Council should give priority to salting and gritting on these routes and that both Councils should learn from any problems encountered in this period.  
(4)
Rapid Project

(a)
New railings at rear of soccer pitch complete.

(b)
The extension of boundaries to a number of houses in MacEoin Park to eliminate dumping areas is complete.


(c)
Floodlighting for All Weather Pitch has been erected.

(d)
Additional car parking has been provided fronting house numbers 20 – 21.

(e)
Upgrading of damaged footpaths to commence shortly.

(5)
Housing 


1  DPG project ongoing.

2 Refurbishment projects ongoing.

(6)
IBAL  Results

The Town Clerk informed the members that Longford came 5th nationally from a total of sixty towns and all of the members present complimented the Town Council and the Longford Tidy Towns Committee on this outstanding success.
(7)
Official opening of Breaden’s Lane and Bridge at Mall 

It was noted that a date for the official opening of both of these was needed and it was agreed that the Mayor and the Town Clerk would arrange appropriately.
Group Personal Accident Insurance 

Schemes A and B for Elected Members 
On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the members agreed to Scheme B.
Extension to Ballymacormack Cemetery 

The Town Clerk informed the members that an extension to Ballymacormack Cemetery was urgently needed as burial plots were now in short supply.  Mr. Rooney informed the members that plans were now being prepared for an extension to the cemetery on the Council’s available land.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty outlined to the members the requirements in relation to burial plots and access pathways and it was agreed to take all of these into consideration in the draft plan.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation.
Nomination of Members to 

the Strategic Policy Committees 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, Cllr. James Keogh was nominated to the Economic Development, Urban Renewal, Rural Reorganisation, Educational, Cultural and Recreational Development Strategic Policy Committee.
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, Cllr. Tony Flaherty was nominated to the Social Housing, Planning and Building  Control Strategic Policy Committee.

Extinguishment of Public 
Right of Way at College Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members having consulted with the Council’s Legal Adviser in this matter that there was a defect in the public notice advertising the extinguishment and it was agreed to commence the process once again.

Willow Park Halting Site 

Consideration of this matter was deferred.

Conferences 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the list of conferences submitted were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Rattoo Heritage Society – Manor West Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry – 4th / 8th March 2010. 

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted by the members.

Any other business 

Mayor Brendan Gilmore noted with great sadness the destruction of St. Mel’s Cathedral following the fire on Christmas Day and it was agreed to write to the Bishop and Fr. Healy, Administrator in St. Mel’s Cathedral, offering to help out in any way we can.

The sympathy of the Council was unanimously extended to the Keegan Family, Teffia Park, on the tragic death of Mr. Noel Keegan on New Year’s Eve.

It was also agreed to write to Bishop Colm O’Reilly expressing the sadness and sympathy on the death of his predecessor Cardinal Cathal Daly.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:
   10th February, 2010.  
