COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 1st December, 2010, at 7.00 pm.

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock
Present:-

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan 




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh 



Cllr. Alan Mitchell  




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton 

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Mr. Brian McNeela, Town Engineer
Prayer 
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
held on Wednesday 3rd November,  2010 
On the proposal of Cllr.Michael Connellan,  seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton,  the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd November, 2010,  were confirmed and adopted.

Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala   
The Planning Applications received and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

Clamping Cars in Disabled Bays 
This issue was checked out with Euro Parks who operate and regulate car parking in Liffey Valley Shopping Centre.  The sticker that is placed on cars is a normal sticker that is easy to remove.  They state that it is only placed there to alert people that a car is clamped in case damage is caused if a person does not notice the clamp is in place.  I have asked them to send me down some samples and we will have a further look at it.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that placing stickers on cars will be a start in advance of any clamping.

Mayor Christy Warnock stated that while he was in favour of clamping of vehicles parked in disabled bays, he stated, however, that the use of disabled badges by people is abused.

All of the members spoke in favour generally of clamping of cars parked in disabled bays and it was agreed that the matter would be checked further in advance of any action been taken.

2)
Road Works Programme 2010 
The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the Road Works Programme for 2010 and this report was noted by the members:-
Ballymahon St Footpaths 
Tender process is ongoing.
Deanscurragh
Roadworks are complete.
Glack Roadworks
Roadworks to commence shortly (weather depending).  Works to be carried out by Longford County Council.

College Park
Gates and railings are now in place.  Feedback from residents is very positive.

Market Square
Bollards in the Market Square are to be refurbished.  This work will be carried out by the supplier of the bollards and at no expense to Longford Town Council.

3)
Housing
Funding has been approved for the provision of smoke alarms and fire blankets in our Council houses.  This work is ongoing.  All work must be completed by the end of the year.

Funding had been approved to upgrade the energy efficiency of 7 Town Council houses in Connor Park.  This work is ongoing.

Funding has recently been approved to upgrade the energy efficiency of 3 houses in Pauric Colum Heights.  Work to commence shortly. 

Longford Town Council are making a submission to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to upgrade the energy efficiency of 6 of the 10 houses in Fair Green View.  The remaining 4 houses were previously upgraded. 

A Remedial Works proposal for Springlawn is currently being prepared.  This proposal will include renovating of void houses, landscaping, additional car parking bays, traffic calming and surfacing of back lanes.  This project will be subject to departmental approval.

There are 20 vacant houses all needing refurbishment.

Day to day minor housing repairs is ongoing.  

Cllr. Mae Sexton noted the remedial works proposal for Springlawn and she stated that a tenant to be located in this area should be identified in advance. 
4)
CCTV   

The contract with Pobal was signed.  The first instalment of funding was lodged to Longford Town Council.  Civil works are ongoing. 
5)
Traffic Wardens 
The 3 Traffic Wardens have commenced work and are presently engaged mainly on traffic duties and warden duties in the Mall.  Training for other duties will commence early in the New Year.

6)
Halloween Dead of Night Festival 
A presentation meeting has been arranged for Thursday 9th December, 2010. This meeting will also review this years festival.

7)
Christmas Lights 
The Christmas Lights will be officially turned on by the Mayor on Friday 10th December at 5.30 p.m. at the Market Square.  This will coincide with the Launch of the Longford Christmas Fest 2010 – Shop Local Campaign. 
Cllr. Paul Connell, Mayor of Longford County Council, stated that he had a meeting recently with Mayors from other Counties affected by flooding in the midlands and only 1.34% of the energy used in the country was harvested through the Shannon Estuary.  Cllr. Connell stated that this was in sharp contrast to the millions of euro damage done by the floods over the years.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the Longford Town Mayor, Cllr. Christy Warnock, should have been included on this deputation.    

Cluid Housing  

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the present position with the Cluid Housing Development and this was noted by the members. 
Paid Parking Statistics 

The Town Clerk outlined details to the members the details of the traffic fines issued, paid parking income and traffic fines income as follows and this was noted by the members:-

	Longford Town Council
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Traffic Fines Issued
	
	
	

	Year 
	Period
	Differences
	
	

	 
	Jan- Sept
	 
	
	

	2009
	7,788
	 
	
	

	2010
	4,235
	3,553
	Less
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Full year 2009
	9,799
	 
	
	

	To 4th Nov 2010
	4,388
	5,411
	Less
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Paid Parking Income
	
	
	

	Year
	Period
	Differences
	
	

	 
	Jan-Sept
	
	
	

	2009
	986,745
	
	
	

	2010
	868,932
	117,813
	Less
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Traffic Fines Income
	
	
	

	Year
	Period
	Differences
	
	

	
	Jan-Sept
	
	
	

	2009
	259,179
	
	
	

	2010
	148,940
	110,239
	Less
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Jan-Sept 2010 income overall
	228,052
	Less
	

	
	
	
	
	


Provision of Ramps at Lisbarck Road, Longford 
The Town Clerk informed the members that public notification of this proposal had been placed in the local paper and the statutory period for lodging an objection had been allowed.  The Town Clerk stated that three submissions had been received.  One from the County Council in relation to tankers transporting sludge to Longford Waste Water Treatment Plant.  One from the Fire Service in relation to the use of speed control ramps generally and one from Oliver Brady, 2 The Demesne, Longford, regarding the location of the ramp.

These submissions were noted and on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was agreed to proceed with the provision of ramps at this location subject to agreement with Oliver Brady regarding the location.

It was also agreed to write to Mr. Brian Ross, Sanitary Services Engineer, requesting that lorries transporting sludge to the waste water treatment plant use the Strokestown Road rather than the Lisbrack Road.

Draft Road Works Programme 2011 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a Draft Road Works Programme for 2011 had been prepared, however, he asked that the consideration of this be deferred to the January Meeting of the Council.  The Town Clerk stated that the Sanitary Services Section of Longford County Council had a rehabilitation programme due to commence in 2011 and this would impact on proposals in the Town Council programme  
It was agreed to defer this matter to the January Meeting of the Council.
P.L. Claims 

The Public Liability Claims submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Notice of Motion 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council, in conjunction with Longford County Council, contact the E.S.B. with a view to installing units where electric cars can be charged at various locations around the town to support carbon footprint for motorists”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Council had already been in contact with the E.S.B. with a view to installing these units and he undertook to prepare a further report for a future meeting of the Council.

Conferences 

The following conference was considered suitable for Members of Longford 

Town Council to attend:-

1)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland – 11th / 12th February 2011 – Westlodge Hotel, Bantry.

Correspondence 
The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Any Other Business 
The following matters were raised under Any Other Business:-

1)
Cllr. Michael Connellan requested that potholes at St. Patrick’s Terrace, Longford, be repaired and it was agreed to have this matter examined, together with the footpaths outside the College Medical Centre. 

2)
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested to know what action was being taken in relation to the unauthorised sandwich boards on the streets.


The Town Clerk informed him that staff resources did not allow this work to be done but it will be looked at with the revised duties for traffic wardens.

3)
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that land was available for use as an allotment and that this matter was presently being examined.

4)
Cllr. Michael Connellan noted that a shop premises on Main Street had the windows boarded up for some time and it was agreed to take this matter up with the shop owner.

5)
Cllr. Mae Sexton requested to know when the car park at the rear of St. Patrick’s Terrace might commence and the Town Clerk informed her that he was not in a position to give any undertaken in relation to this.

6)
Mayor Christy Warnock requested that the footpaths at Killashee Street from Monaghan’s Butchers to the junction be looked at and it was noted that this was a County Council matter and it was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


   Town Clerk

Dated:    12th January, 2011. 
