COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 3rd November, 2010, at 7.00 pm.

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock
Present:-

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan 




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh 



Cllr. Alan Mitchell  




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton 

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore
Prayer 
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.
Suspension of Standing Orders 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow discussion on the Halloween Festival.

Cllr. Paul Connell said the Halloween Festival run by Longford Town Council, Longford County Council and the H.S.E. was a fine festival which catered for approximately 8,000 people, of whom 5,000 were children and Cllr. Connell complimented the agencies involved in arranging this event.  Cllr. Connell stated that all the estates in town were quiet on the night and that the number of Garda and Fire Services call outs were low compared to others years.  He stated that the media coverage given to this event was negligible and urged that the media should concentrate on positive events and happenings in the County generally rather than negative.

Mayor Christy Warnock stated that this was the best good news story that had taken place in Longford Town in a long time and he complimented the agencies on the co-operation to carry out the event.

All of the members present complimented the agencies involved in the organisation of the event and it was noted that this was now a bigger event than the St. Patrick’s Day Parade but that the major reduction in crime figures following this were not highlighted in the media.   
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
held on Wednesday 6th October,  2010 
On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell,  the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 6th October, 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala   
The Planning Applications received and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Mayor Warnock noted that the Rapid Co-Ordinator was present at the meeting and he agreed to take this item next.

Presentation by Rapid Co-Ordinator in regard to Allotments 

Mr. Frank Horne outlined to the members the difference between community gardens and allotments and he noted that there was finance available for the development of community gardens under the Rapid Programme.  Mr. Horne stated that community garden type development had taken place at two National Schools in Longford.

With regard to allotments, Mr. Horne, stated that the area required for an allotment would normally be between 45 and 80 m² and he stated that St. Anne’s Park in Clontarf was a fine example of good practise in this area.  Mr. Horne stated that the normal practise is that an eleven month lease is agreed between the parties, however, this would also allow them use the allotment for the full twelve months.

It was noted that there were no sites available from Longford County Council and Longford Town Council, however, it was agreed to examined this matter further and to report back in due course. 
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that his particular interest was in the allotment area and he stated that this should be tied in with the regeneration of an area.  Cllr. Connellan noted that people of all ages were very interested in this project.

Cllr. Paul Connell noted that a large number of back gardens in the town were not being used and that maybe these people could be approached to agree a lease period.

Mayor Christy Warnock noted that in days gone by that the bank along the railway line was always used as an allotment and in conclusion, he thanked Mr. Frank Horne for his presentation and it was agreed to keep this matter on the Agenda for further meetings.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-  
1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


(a)
Insurances Claims – Playground and Exercise Equipment

Many Councillors raised this issue at the last meeting and for your information, the following is relevant:-

Two claims have been received for alleged accidents in the two playgrounds in the Mall and this Council is working with our Insurers Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. in contesting these. Irish Public Bodies require that a weekly inspection is carried out of all equipment to ensure that all is functioning properly and this inspection regime is in place.  Further, monthly checks are carried out, to inspect for wear and tear and other problems, by Council Technical Staff.

All equipment installed is certified to appropriate standards and following installation a further inspection is carried out by Rospa (The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) who also certify the equipment and installation.  If Rospa find any problems, the playground or item causing the problem is immediately closed down. 

The members noted the situation with Insurance Claims and Cllr. Mae Sexton requested to know what the position is with children playing at night in the playground even under supervision and it was agreed to investigate this matter further. 
(b)   
Car Parking in the Mall
Cllr. Flaherty raised this issue at the last meeting of the Council and having discussed the matter with staff engaged in the Mall, I feel that it is not necessary to take any action at the moment as this parking does not affect patrons using the facility.  However, the situation will be monitored and action will be taken if necessary.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty considered that parking in the Mall generally was a problem particularly parking in disabled bays and that this must be enforced.  However, the members were unanimous in the view that paid parking should not be introduced in the Mall.

The Town Clerk undertook to monitor the situation with parking in the Mall on a regular basis. 
Cllr. Michael Connellan raised the issue of clamping cars for parking in disabled bays and all the members expressed support for this proposal.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the previous Council had already made a policy decision to introduce clamping for unauthorised parking in disabled bays. However, he stated that due to industrial relations issues it was not possible to introduce this policy.  He also stated that the question of appointing a private contractor to carry out this work was looked at but was rejected on the basis of the poor reputation these operators had and the cost to the Council.

Cllr. Mae Sexton noted an incident recently where an obnoxious tape was placed on a car which was parked in a disabled bay without the appropriate badge and she requested that this be investigated as the tape was almost impossible to remove but it did not cause any damage to the car.

It was agreed that this matter would be further examined.

(c)
Flooding at the Mall 

This matter was raised at the last meeting of the Council.  Longford Town Council does not have the resources to deal with this issue and we might send a request to Longford County Council to raise this issue at the upcoming meeting between the 3 affected County Councils.



Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that some remedial work had been 
carried out by the Fás Scheme in the Mall in recent days in that the level of the river bank had been raised.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she outlined at a previous meeting that there were six impediments that were causing flooding in Longford Town and she requested that a letter be sent to Longford County Council requesting a joint meeting with the County Council and Town Council as flooding is a serious problem in the town.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked what, if any, enforcement action had been taken against the developers in relation to the narrowing of the channel at the Paddy Farrell Bridge and he was informed that no action had been taken as of yet.  Cllr. Mitchell also requested that a supply of sand bags be made available to prevent flooding in the Mall as the level of the river was quite high at the moment.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that a presentation was given by a local farmer recently in relation to flooding and he stated that there should be a joint approach by Waterways Ireland, the Office of Public Works and the other various statutory bodies.
(d)  
Road Marking at Tennis Court Lane 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the  provision of a red strip at this location will be included in the Programme for 2011 if resources permit.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that he was not happy with the insertion of a red strip at this location and he requested that an alternative be examined. 
(e)   
National Cycle Network Scoping Study 

The Town Clerk informed the members that following discussion of this item at the last meeting of the Council, a letter requesting inclusion of Longford in the review had been forwarded by Longford County Council to the National Road Authority and that the walkways and cycle-paths of the Royal Canal be included. 
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she had taken this matter up with the County Council and that no funding was yet in place for this project.
2)
Road Works Programme 2010 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-
Ballymahon St Footpaths 
Tender process is ongoing.
Deanscurragh
Roadworks are complete.
Glack Roadworks
Roadworks to commence by the end of November.  It is anticipated that all works will be complete by the end of December.
College Park
Gates and railings to be erected next week for closing off the right of way in College Park.

The Town Clerk further stated that the position in relation to the Ballymahon Street footpaths was that the work will be carried out outside of normal business hours between approximately 6.00 p.m. and 1.00 a.m. if the necessary finance for the project permits.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know if the Council will facilitate service providers in laying ducting while these works are ongoing.

The Town Clerk stated that the Council will facilitate service providers but that there will be an appropriate cost for same.

The Town Clerk also stated that the Glack Roadworks were held up at the moment because the finance out-turn in relation to the Deanscurragh project had not yet come to hand and it was not clear what balance was left within the roadworks allocation for the works at Glack and the level of work to be carried out will depend on the amount of finance available. 
Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that the road lining at the junction at the Demesne and the Lisbrack Road be looked at as the white lines were now extinguished and she requested that this be given consideration in the programme for 2011.
(3)
Traffic Calming 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the public consultation is ongoing in relation to the Ramps on Lisbrack Road.  The deadline for submissions is Friday 12th November 2010.
Cllr. Mae Sexton requested to know what submissions had been made in relation to this matter and she was informed by the Town Clerk that Longford County Council had made a submission in relation to vehicles using the sewerage farm and he stated that the deadline for submissions was Friday 12th November 2010 and any interested parties should ensure to make their submissions in advance of this date. 
4)
Housing
The Town Clerk informed the members that funding had been approved for the provision of fire alarms and fire blankets in our Council houses.  He stated that the Town Council are currently seeking tenders for the provision of the fire alarms and fire blankets.  Work will commence within the coming weeks on this project.  All work must be completed by the end of the year.

He also informed the members that funding had been approved to upgrade the energy efficiency of 7 Town Council houses in Connor Park.  The tender process is ongoing to complete this work.  All work must be completed by the end of the year.

The Town Clerk also stated that a remedial works proposal for Springlawn is currently being prepared.  This proposal will include renovating of void houses, landscaping, additional car parking bays, traffic calming and surfacing of back lanes.  This project will be subject to Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government approval.

There are 12 vacant houses all needing refurbishment.

Day to day minor housing repairs are ongoing. 
5)
CCTV 

The Town Clerk informed the members that all the queries raised by Pobal had been addressed.  Pobal have indicated that the CCTV contract will be issued and that the first instalment of funding will be released.
The Town Clerk stated that Pobal had agreed to release 30% of funding for this project and it was hoped to carry out the civil works in November.
The Town Clerk further informed the members that the three Traffic Wardens who had been laid off earlier in the summer were now to resume duty on Friday 5th November 2010.  He stated that the terms and conditions of office and duties of the wardens varied in that they would now take on, when required, other general operative duties, cemetery caretaking and community ranger type duties.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the Mall be given priority by a Park / Community Warden.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had a meeting recently with the C.E.O. of the County Enterprise Board, Mr. Michael Nevin and a representative of the Chamber, Ms. Martina Glennon, who are in the process of organising a “Shop Local” this Christmas / Christmas Fare on Friday and Saturday 11th and 12th December.  The Town Clerk requested that the Council approve the provision of free parking in the off-street car parks on the three Saturdays before Christmas and this was unanimously agreed.

It was agreed to fix the date for the Budget Meeting at Thursday 16th December 2010 at 6.00 p.m.
It was also agreed to change the date for the January meeting from the 5th January to the 12th January 2011 to enable the Agenda be completed outside of the Christmas period.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the Roadworks Programme for 2011 was now being prepared by the Town Engineer and any items or areas for consideration should be forwarded to the Town Clerk or the Town Engineer.

One Way Traffic System at Teffia Park, Longford  

The members were informed that this mater was discussed at the September meeting of the Council and it was agreed at that meeting to go through the public consultation process to introduce a One Way Traffic System in Teffia Park.  The proposed One Way System was advertised in the local papers in September 2010 and the deadline for submissions was the 29th October 2010 and a copy of all the submissions received was circulated to all the members for the meeting.

The members noted that a large number of submissions were received and that the vast majority of these were opposed to the introduction of this system and on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed that the One Way Traffic System as advertised would not proceed.

Summary of Revenue and Expenditure up to 30th September, 2010 

The Town Clerk circulated to the members details of the revenue account with the adopted budget by service for the quarter ended the 30th September 2010.  He stated that the surplus of income over expenditure was a snap shot on a given day and he informed the members that substantial bills in relation to roadworks were due and would be charged against this amount.  He also stated that there would be substantial write-offs against unpaid rates and rent and he warned that the Council were facing hugely challenging times in providing the finance for the necessary projects to be undertaken.  The Town Clerk stated that the Council will facilitate rate payers and others owing money by any means possible including direct debit or part payment.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he had requested, at the last meeting of the Council, a report in relation to agency fees charged by Longford County Council to Longford Town Council and he was informed by the Town Clerk that this would be available for the next meeting of the Council.  Cllr. Mitchell further stated that he was informed at a recent LAMA Conference that the NPPR charge in relation to the second home tax amounts due to Town Councils were not paid over by the County Councils.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that the amount collected by Longford County Council in respect of this charge was €430,480 in 2008 and €475,660 in 2009 and he stated that a quarter of these houses must be in the town area and he requested to know how much had been paid by the County Council in respect of this charge.  

It was agreed that this matter would be taken up with the County Council and a full report submitted to the next meeting of the Council.


Cllr. Mitchell also requested a breakdown in relation to the revenues received by the Council for parking charges.  He stated that the amount received in respect of parking income was approximately on budget and stated that this reflected that the traffic wardens could be allocated to other duties.

The Town Clerk agreed with Cllr. Mitchell in relation to the income from parking but he stated that the income from fines for non-display of discs was substantially down and this indicated to the Council that the people who previously paid their parking charges continued to do so but that the people who did not were not now being penalised.

It was agreed that a full breakdown of parking revenues would be submitted to the next meeting of the Council.

Notice of Motion 

Well at Centenary Square 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“Cllr. Michael Connellan and Cllr. Peggy Nolan, further to the Arts Council meeting, wish to enquire about the funding that was ring fenced for the construction of a well in Centenary Square by Longford Town Council a number of years ago”.    
Cllr. Connellan stated that both himself and Cllr. Nolan represented the Town Council on the County Arts Committee and this matter had arisen recently at a meeting and he requested to know what the present position was with this project.

The Town Clerk informed him that this matter arose following a street enhancement project which took place at Geraldine Terrace / Centenary Square some years ago where a well was located which was the source of the water supply for Longford Town at the time and it was agreed that this would be marked by the construction of a feature together with an appropriate plaque.  The Town Clerk stated that he was now quite sure why the project did not proceed at the time but that the money involved was not ring fenced and was not now available.

It was agreed, however, to consider this matter in the forthcoming budget and also to ask the Heritage Officer for an opinion on how best the location can be marked.

Conferences 

The following conference was considered suitable for Members of Longford 

Town Council to attend:-

1)
Clare Tourism Conference – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 26th / 27th November, 2010.

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was in support of the Notice of Motion received from Monaghan Town Council
“That this Council vehemently opposes any proposal to abolish Town Councils, a move that would deprive the citizens access to the most basic form of democracy”.

This motion was unanimously supported by all members of the Council.
Any other business 
Cllr. Mae Sexton enquired about the fence around the Halting Site and she was informed that this fence was part of the work to be carried out on the Halting Site but that this would not now proceed.

Mayor Christy Warnock noted that a large number of paving slabs on the street were loose and it was noted that these were the responsibility of the County Council and it was agreed to inform them of any instances where this occurred.

Mayor Warnock also requested that the footpaths in Killashee Street be investigated as they were in very poor condition.  He stated that these are the responsibility of the County Council and he asked if the County County Council would allow money in the County Demand towards this project and it was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised a question of the Shopping Centre at Lower Main Street and she was informed by the Town Clerk that he had written to NAMA requesting the return of the portion of land which was temporarily given over to the developers.

The Town Clerk stated he had a response from NAMA in this regard but he awaited further confirmation in relation to the site.

It was agreed that this matter would be kept under continuous review.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_________________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_________________________ 


   Town Clerk

Dated:  1st December, 2010. 
