COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 7th July, 2010, at 7.00 pm.

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock
Present:-

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan 




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore 



Cllr. Alan Mitchell  




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton 

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Brian McNeela, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. James Keogh

Prayer 
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes 

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly

Meeting held on Wednesday 9th June, 2010 
On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 9th June 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
Confirmation of Minutes of Special Meeting
“In Committee” held on Wednesday 16th June, 2010 
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the Minutes of Special Meeting “In Committee” held on Wednesday 16th June 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
Confirmation of Minutes of Special 

Meeting held on Wednesday 6th June, 2010 
The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 6th June 2010 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan. 
Confirmation of Annual General 

Meeting held on Monday 21st June 2010

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 21st June 2010 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala   
The Planning Applications received and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

On the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the serious situation which had arisen with B3, an Industrial Manufacturing Plant in Longford Town.
Cllr. Sexton stated that there was a serious threat of closure hanging over this plant and she had a number of family members who worked there and its closure would be a terrible blow for the town.  Cllr. Sexton stated that the manner in which the company was closing the plant was reprehensible and its closure would have serious knock-on effects in the town.

Mayor Christy Warnock stated that he had attended the official opening of this plant some thirty years ago and at that time the company were a good company to work for.  However, since ownership of the company had changed hands the situation was now much different.  Mayor Warnock, on behalf of the members of the Council, expressed full support to the workers and to the receiver in his efforts to locate a possible buyer for the company.     

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-  
1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a) Ramps at Deanscurragh

Under the Traffic Management Guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment / National Roads Authority the provision of a ramp at this location is not justified because the length of road involved is not long enough.  Accordingly, this road will have very low priority.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted that ramps at this location were low on priority.  However, she requested that the matter be revisited. 
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated a large number of high powered cars exist and can gain excess speeds in a short space of time and that these guidelines should be revisited and Cllr. Connellan questioned if rumble strips could be used instead of ramps.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that rumble strips tend to be very noisy in a residential area.

It was agreed to further examine the provision of traffic calming measures at this location. 
(b) Disused Factory at Glack 

Proposals to make good and secure the property in the interim have been received from the owners.  These proposals have been accepted by the Town Engineer and the representatives of the residents are presently considering them.  I don’t propose taking any further action under Derelict Sites legislation.

Cllr. Michael Connellan asked when it was proposed that this work might be completed and the Town Clerk said that this would be done as soon as possible.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted that there was a great shortage of O.A.P. accommodation in Longford and urged the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to further advance the Sue Ryder project.

(c)
Iarnrod Eireann Planning Application at Ardnacassa 

This application refers to the demolition of part of an existing wall at Ardeevan Housing Estate to facilitate access to householders without having to cross a level crossing.  The wall forms part of a boundary wall at the estate and will allow the level crossing be closed. 

Longford County Council gave permission to Iarnrod Eireann to lodge the application in respect of Council property.
2)
Mall Projects 

(a) Mall Duck Pond        -    Construction of stone wall and 

     railings is ongoing

(b)
Wild Flower Garden

and Arboretum          -    The construction of a wildflower 

    garden is complete.  Descriptive  

    signs have been ordered to 

    illustrate the native Irish plants, 

    trees and shrubs.
(c) 
Outdoor Exercise Equipment  -  Equipment has been 
 




      ordered.
(d)
Public Lighting          -    The provision of additional 

     lighting between the Mall Walk 
     and Fee Court is to commence 
     shortly.
(e)
Mall Pitch

-   The area between the Astro Turf 

    Pitch and the grass pitch is being 
    levelled and seeded.  A pedestrian 
    walk between the two pitches is 

    also under construction.
3)
Road Works Programme 2010 

Abbeycartron Roadwork’s
LCC are carrying out this work. Works will be completed by the end of the week.
Ballymahon St Footpaths 
Tender process is ongoing.
Deanscurragh
Tenders have been received and the assessment of tenders is ongoing.  Work to commence within the coming weeks.
Connolly Crescent 
Upgrading of footpaths is complete.
Blindsman Walk 
Upgrading of footpaths between the entrance to Connolly Crescent and the entrance to The Mall is ongoing.
Teffia Park
The construction of a surface water pipe along the back lane in Teffia Park will commence shortly. This will alleviate flooding problems in the area. 

Grian Ard
Street name plates to be erected within the coming weeks 
Knockahaw
Longford County Council are resurfacing the road adjacent to Viewmount House.  Approx. 100m of this road is within Town Council boundary.  This work is due to commence next week.

4)
Housing


Refurbishment Projects:

6 No. houses in Springlawn need to be refurbished prior to letting

32 Chapel St – bathroom in need of renovation.

101 MacEoin Park needs to be refurbished prior to letting.  

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked why a refurbishment programme was necessary and he requested a full report for the September meeting of the Council on the reasons why refurbishment of houses is necessary, the approximate costs and what works were involved in this refurbishment.

It was agreed that a report would be submitted to the September meeting of the Council.
5)
CCTV 


Tender assessment is ongoing.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Longford Leader in association with the Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry proposed to hold a Longford Fáilte Week-end on the week-end of August 26th to August 29th in conjunction with the Longford Marathon and the Town Clerk outlined to the members full details in relation to this festival.  The committee had requested a contribution from the Town Council and it was unanimously agreed to provide free parking in off-street car parks on Friday 27th  and Saturday 28th August at an estimated cost of €5,500.
The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of a proposed visit of Longford folk to the twin town Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche from the 9th to 12th September 2010.  The Town Clerk stated that at the request of the Noyal Twinning Committee it was agreed that a Gaelic Football Team take part in this visit to engage with a team from the City of Rennes. 
Willow Park Halting Site 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the consideration of the Part VIII proposal for Willow Park Halting Site was not included on the Agenda for the meeting.  He stated that this matter was considered at a previous meeting and adjourned for consideration at this meeting.

The Town Clerk informed the members that legal opinion had been sought on the vacation of the contract with Kilcawley Building and Civil Engineering Ltd. in relation to the construction of the halting site and following this consideration it was agreed to open negotiations with the contractor in relation to compensation due in respect of this vacation.
There was further legal advice sought in relation to the general policy of the Council in relation to traveller accommodation plan and this legal advice noted the supremacy of the democratically elected members in their decision making process in policy matters.

Following consideration of this advice and on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was agreed to refer this matter back to the Longford Traveller Accommodation Committee with a view to formulating fresh proposals in light of the existing accommodation demands of travellers and that these demands may have altered somewhat since the policy adopted in the Traveller Accommodation Plan was formulated.   
Statement of Accounts – Quarter ended 30.06.2010 

The Town Clerk submitted to the meeting details of the accounts for the quarter ending 30th June 2010.  He stated that the collection of revenues continued to be a difficult area for the Council and appropriate measures have been put in place for the collection of outstanding monies.  The Town Clerk also stated that the control of expenditure within the appropriate budget was an absolute necessity in view of the difficult financial times.

The members noted the position.

Ballymacormack Cemetery – Bye-Laws 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Draft Bye-Laws for Ballymacormack Cemetery had been available for inspection in accordance with the provisions of Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 and written submissions had been requested in accordance with the legislation.  The Town Clerk informed the members that no submissions had been received.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty questioned the width of the proposed footpath in any new extension and he was informed by the Town Clerk that they would be the standard metre and a half in width.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, the Draft Bye-Laws for the newly developed extended area at Ballymacormack Cemetery  were confirmed and adopted.

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at College Park, Longford 

Consideration of this matter was deferred to the September meeting of the Council.

Weight Restriction – Ferefad/Lisduff, Longford 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the appropriate notices had been published under the Road Traffic Act 1994 and Road Traffic and Parking Regulations 1997 in relation to this matter and that this detail was available for inspection at the offices of the Town Council for the appropriate period.  The Town Clerk informed the members that no submissions had been received.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that this road was used as a rat run by people who drove at high speed and that the road was unable to carry heavy traffic.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the road was also used as a by-pass for the town by heavy goods vehicles.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the weight restriction in Teffia Park was not being enforced by the Gardai.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that articulated lorries are using Bannon Terrace on a regular basis.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore agreed with all of the sentiments made by the members and suggested that this matter should be brought up with the Superintendent and referred to the traffic corps in Longford Garda Station.
Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that the possibility of providing a loading bay for heavy goods vehicles should be investigated and that smaller vehicles might be used to transfer goods into the town.

On the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, the 3 tonne weight restriction was formally agreed on Urban Road US- 07008 throught Ferefad/Lisduff, Longford connecting the Ballymahon Road and the Ardagh Road.

Spacial Planning and National Roads – Consultation Draft Guidelines 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the aim of the Guidelines is to ensure that roads, planning and policy, development planning and development management processes are appropriately and effectively aligned in order to guide development to the most suitable locations to maximise the investment in the national roads network, while also in overall terms encouraging a shift towards more sustainable forms of travel and transport.

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government invited submissions in relation to the draft guidelines to be received not later than 5 p.m. on Friday 10th September 2010.

The Town Clerk also stated that it was open to any member individually to made a submission with regard to the guidelines.

Cllr. Paul Connell noted that the guidelines identified four areas of good practice and that the Northern Environs Local Area Plan adopted jointly by Longford County Council and Longford Town Council was identified within the guidelines as one of the areas capable of facilitating the strategic growth of the town between the town and the N4 by-pass and that the Councils developed a local area plan with input from the NRA to guide further development.  Cllr. Connell noted this with regard to the appeal which had been lodged against the development of the Longford Town Centre.

Notices of Motion 

Ramps – St. Mel’s Road 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Mae Sexton and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That this Council consider installing ramps and resurfacing paths in St. Mel’s Road”.   
The Town Clerk informed the members that this would be considered for inclusion in the 2011 Roadworks Programme having regard to the resources available at the time.

Parking in Shopping Centre Car Park 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Mae Sexton and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-

“That this Council give consideration to allowing the first hour of all parking in Longford Town shopping centre to be free of charge”.

Cllr. Sexton said that she had been approached by CSPE students in relation to this motion and that they should be informed of any decision we make in this matter.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that one permit should also be allocated to each business.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the issue of parking had given the Council very negative publicity in recent times.  Cllr. Nolan stated that we must maintain the position and noted that we had provided over 400 off-street car parking spaces in recent years.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he had visited Macroom recently and that the charge was €5 per hour in an area that was some distance from the town centre and noted that the Town Council had provided a whole range of infrastructure in the town from resources gained from paid parking.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Council had very limited resources to administer a range of variations to the parking scheme and stated that the Council had provided three car parks in the town at the cost of €3 million which was borrowed for this purpose and they were still substantial repayments outstanding in respect of this loan.  The Town Clerk requested that the existing bye-laws be left as is and that no amendments be made and this was agreed.
Goalposts 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Mae Sexton:-

“That this Council consider erecting goalposts in Springlawn and Annaly Park/St. Michael’s Road”.

Cllr. Sexton withdrew this Notice of Motion.

Conferences

The following conference was considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
2010 La Touche Legacy Seminar – “Local Democracy – in Changing Times” – Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 1st / 3rd October, 2010.

Correspondence

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted by the members.
Any other business 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the General Purposes Committee had met in advance of the Monthly Meeting and had recommended the following payments under the Grants to Clubs and Organisations:-

Backstage Theatre Group



-
€10,000 

Longford Banjo Festival



-
€  5,000 

Longford Marathon Committee


-
€  3,000 

Aisling Children’s Festival



-
€  2,000 

Longford Chamber of Commerce & Industry
-
€  2,000

Co. Longford Show & Country Fair


-
€  1,000

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, payment of these amounts were approved.        
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    1st September, 2010.
