COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 12th May, 2010, at 7.00 pm.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore

Present:-

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan 




Cllr. Tony Flaherty 




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell  




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock 

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Prayer 
The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes 

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly 

Meeting held on 10th April 2010 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he had requested at previous meetings that the Council formally write to the County Manager requesting his attendance at a meeting to discuss staff shortages.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that this matter was not recorded in the minutes and he requested that this now be done.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked for clarification in relation to the County Manger’s position and the extension of contracts and the Department’s Circular in relation to embargo on recruitment.  Clr. Warnock also questioned whether other County Mangers need sanction to continue contracts as his information was that contracts were being extended in other counties.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the Human Resources Section of Longford County Council rely too much on temporary contracts.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the non-continuation of contracts will result firstly in a loss of employment for a number of people and that the services of the Town Council will suffer because of lack of resources.

Cllr. Mae Sexton asked that the Minutes be amended under the heading of “Summary of Revenue and Expenditure up to 31st March 2010” be amended as follows:-

“Cllr. Sexton stated that she stopped recently in Roscommon in the Town Centre Car Park and no charges applied there.”

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting dated Wednesday 10th April 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala   
The Planning Applications received and Appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised an issue in relation to the width of the river at the new McNamara Development at Great Water Street.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that this development had narrowed the width of the river at this location which may have been the cause of subsequent flooding at the Mall.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting and he informed them as follows:-

(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(a)
Footpath at Abbeycartron Lane


The provision of footpaths at Abbeycartron Lane would require the removal of a number of mature trees.  These are protected structures and therefore cannot be removed without first going through a consultative process.  The 
owner of the land in question has been approached with a view to acquiring / dedicating same.  The response was that this matter would have to be discussed with other family members.  Given that the acquisition of this land would be expensive the Town Council does not have the resources that would be required to purchase.  Given that the above probably wont be an option, it was suggested that we demarcate a section of the road approx. 0.5m to 1m wide in a different colour the entire length of the road which can be used by pedestrians.  This would be a relatively cheap option that may alleviate concerns.


The Road Design Section of the County Council are examining the proposal for a stop-go system.


The issue of the junction at Battery Road will be examined and discussed with the County Council and will more than likely be dealt with by additional road markings.

(b)
MacEoin Park  


The resurfacing of the lower section of MacEoin Park was funded by Longford Town Council.  This was included on the 2010 Roads Programme which the elected members adopted earlier this year.   All the other work that has taken place in MacEoin Park was funded by Longford County Council.  This work included constructing boundary walls, erecting gates / fencing, provision of a community garden and footpath repairs. 

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the County Council should make a contribution for work being carried out by the Town Council in Pauric Colum Heights as this was a County Council Housing Estate.

It was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.
(2)
Mall Projects 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of projects in the Mall as follows:-
Fás Scheme   

(a)  
Construction of boundary wall and railing around the 
duck pond is in progress.

(b)
Provision of rain shelter at walkway in progress.
(c) 
Wild Flower Garden and arboretum in progress.  


(d) Outdoor Exercise Equipment – Decision to be made to provide same.

The Town Clerk stated that funding of 50% to 75% might be available from Longford Community Resources for the installation of this equipment and it was unanimously agreed to proceed with this proposal.

The Town Clerk also stated that the CCTV system in the Mall and the Longford Sports and Leisure Complex was presently being upgraded.
(3)
Roadworks Programme 2010  

The Town Clerk outlined to the members the progress with the Roadworks Programme 2010
Abbeycartron  -  Resurfacing to commence this month 

(weather permitting)

The Town Clerk stated that a stop / go system at this location was being examined by the Road Design Office of Longford County Council. 
Cllr. Mae Sexton requested that the area to be delineated specifically for pedestrians be a different surface and different colour to the road surface.

Deanscurragh  -  Resurfacing to commence shortly.

(4)
Camp Road  -  
County Council have carried out works at 

this location. 
(5)
Housing Maintenance 


The Town Clerk outlined to the members the following works:-

Work ongoing at:-  

Nos. 26, 28, 68, 96 Springlawn. 

Work near complete at:-  
No. 75 St. Michael’s Road

Work complete at:-  

Nos. 3, 66, 76 Annaly Park 




     
No.  113 Teffia Park

(6)
Refurbishment Projects


The Town Clerk informed the members that:-

The Disabled Persons Ramp to the Community Building is due to commence shortly.

Old Swimming Pool 

The Town Clerk informed the members that there was a discussion at a previous meeting of the Council that a mock harbour / water feature be included at this location and that these would include the old harbour walls as a feature.  The Town clerk stated that the developers were not conditioned to carry out this work.  However, he stated that it is unknown what damage the construction of the swimming pool had on the old harbour walls and in the course of work on the demolition of this building care will be taken to ensure that the old harbour walls will not be damaged in any way and the possibility of doing some feature to include the harbour walls will then be examined.

The Town Clerk stated that it was Longford Town Council policy to re-open the harbour and he stated that he hoped to meet with Waterways Ireland in the near future in relation to this.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton it was agreed to proceed with the Part VIII procedure.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised an issue in relation to the CCTV cameras in the Mall and he stated that a large number of people were drinking alcohol in the Mall over the week-end in contravention of the Bye-Laws and he requested that the Gardai be informed of this.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty also raised an issue in relation to the Chamber of Commerce in that a response in a newspaper article in the local papers to comments made at the previous Town Council meeting.

Mayor Brendan Gilmore stated that he was not allowing discussion on this topic as there was a busy agenda to be completed.

Cllr. Flaherty protested at this decision but then withdrew from the meeting. 

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated also that the law in relation to the control of dogs was not being enforced and he stated that dogs were running loose which was causing distress to a number of people.   

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised an issue in relation to the adopted Minutes of the Special Meeting with the Health Service Executive.  Cllr. Nolan stated that an e-mail she had received in relation to the down-grading of surgical facilities and the closure of Accident and Emergency after 8 p.m. were in stark contradiction to what was spoken of at that meeting.

It was agreed to seek clarification in relation to this matter and it was agreed that Mayor Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and County Mayor Cllr. Peggy Nolan would contact the Health Service Executive the following day and submit a report to a meeting of the Council.

Items adjourned from April Meeting of the Council

Cemetery – Draft Bye-Laws 

It was noted that this matter had been dealt with at a Special Meeting held previously and that the public consultation process was now in hand.

Cluid Housing Development – St. Michael’s Road – Update 

The Town Clerk detailed to the members the progress in relation to this development as follows:-

In May 2009, Longford County Council wrote to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) requesting that Cluid Housing Association’s application for funding for Phase II of the St. Michael’s Road project be granted approval to progress to the Planning and Procurement stage.  Longford County Council received a letter from the DOEHLG on 08/09/’09 which detailed in-depth additional information which must be submitted by Cluid before the application could be processed further.  Cluid submitted their reply through the Council to the Department on 24/02/’10.

Representatives from the Executive of both the County Council and Town Council met with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in Ballina on 06/10/’09 and discussed the possibility of availability of grants for the project.  The Director of Services also met with representatives of Cluid on 16/11/’09 and again on the 24/02/’10 to review progress and the option of phasing the project to match likely availability of finance.  .   Meanwhile, confirmation was received from the Department on 08/02/’10 that funding has been approved for the advancement of the project, and this was confirmed at the Housing Action Planning meeting between the Executive of both Councils and the Department on 23/02/’10.

Cluid has reached agreement with most of the affected property owners in the vicinity of St.Michael’s Road, and action is being taken by the Town Council to acquire outstanding properties through the CPO process.

The Association submitted an application for Planning Permission for the project to Longford Town Council on 12/03/’10, and Permission was granted on the 05/05/’10.

The Department by letter of 31/03/’10 requested further information in respect of costings, procurement and design, and a reply was received from Cluid on 30/04/’10.  This, together with additional information required from the Council, was returned to the Department on 11/05/’10.

The Department is very conscious of the support of both Longford County & Town Councils for this project, and recognises the huge improvement it would make to the area of St.Michael’s Road and Longford Town in general.

Public Liability Claims 

The Public Liability Claims submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Notices of Motion  

Speed Ramps & Litter Bins 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That Longford Town Council erect speed ramps and a number of additional litter bins on convent Road in Longford Town”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the erection of speed ramps will be considered at this location having regard to priority for all other areas and that additional litter bins will be placed on Convent Road in the near future.
It was noted that there was an absence of litter bins in St. Bridget’s Terrace and St. Mel’s Road and it was agreed that these would be looked at.

Girl Guides 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That Longford Town Council in conjunction with Longford County Council ensure that the Longford Branch of the Girl Guides are provided with suitable accommodation / a billet in the old Connolly Barracks in Longford Town as soon as possible”.

Cllr. Connellan stated that the Girl Guides were celebrating their 100th anniversary next year and that they local branch was set up by former Cllr. Philo Kelly in 1972.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that both Mayors had met with the Minister for Defence in relation to the disposal of Connolly Barracks and she stated that the Department were very agreeable to dispose of same.

It was noted, however, that Longford Local Authorities would need to carry out a feasibility study on future and potential uses of the site.

Cllr. Nolan stated that the Barracks would not be going on the open market for disposal and that the Minister would be favourably disposed to a 25 year lease to the Council.  

Consideration of the motion was deferred pending clarification in relation to the acquisition of the Barracks.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that Ms. Judy Pearse and Ms. Mary O’Hagan were also involved in the formation of the Girl Guides at that time.

Cllr. Paul Connell noted that there was an embargo on Local Authorities borrowing any further monies and this might prove difficult in the purchase of the Barracks.
Cllr. Michael Connellan also noted the improvements to the Scout’s Den in the Mall.   

Conferences 

The list of conferences submitted to the members were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Dundalk Chamber BIDS Conference – Ballymascanlon Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth – 11th May 2010.  

2)
TJK Conferences Ltd. – Defamation Seminar for Councillors – Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick – 29th May 2010.
 

Correspondence 
The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Items for May Meeting of the Council 

Nomination of two members to

L.C.R.W.S.S. – Art Feature at Knockahaw 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this proposal related to derelict piece of land at the Black Bridge where it was proposed an Art Feature would be constructed. 
On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Mayor Brendan Gilmore, Cllr. Peggy Nolan was nominated to sit on this committee.
On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, Cllr. Michael Connellan was nominated to sit on this committee.

Consideration of Annual Financial Statement 2009 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this matter had already been dealt with in great detail at the previous meeting of the Council and the Annual Financial Statement for 2009 was noted.

Notices of Motion 

Sandwich Boards 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock:-

“That Longford Town Council implement the Bye-Laws in regard to Sandwich Boards”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that she had been approached by people with impaired vision in relation to the placing of sandwich boards and other matters on the footpaths in the town.  

It was agreed that this matter would include bicycles, beer kegs, sandwich boards and any other items which were obstructing the footpaths.

Halting Site 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton:-

“That Longford Town Council look again at the viability of building a new halting site and transient site on the Strokestown Road in the current financial climate as I regard this area as subject to flooding”.

Cllr. Connell stated that this area was subject to flooding and in light of the current financial climate that the Council should reconsider the proposal of build a halting and transient site.  Cllr. Connell also stated that the use of a second gate at this location should be discontinued as it should not have been in the proposal originally.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that legal advice should be sought in relation to the contract and the Council’s responsibilities therein.  She stated that pile-driving was proposed to be used on the site and that this was very expensive and that the displacement of water by pile-driving would further exacerbate  the flooding situation.  Cllr. Sexton stated that Pavee Point the representatives of the Travelling Community consider that this kind of centre is not suitable for travellers any more because of segregation issues. 
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there are three issues important in the project:-

1)
Flood risk assessment and he enquired if a flood risk assessment had been carried out.   
2)
Re-location of the proposed second entrance.

3)
The effects of development on industries here and was it in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that a number of private individuals had 

invested in their businesses in this area and they were entitled to know what 

the effects this development would have on flooding. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Part VIII  proposal would 
be submitted to the June meeting of the Council for consideration and not 

withstanding any decision made at that meeting the design can be altered to 

facilitate the removal of the second entrance.

Parking Permits 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Mae Sexton and  

seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council consider issuing annual parking permits for owners and employees of businesses in Longford Town”.

Cllr. Sexton stated that the County Council car park at Longford Shopping Centre should be free and that two hour car parking should be extended to three hour car parking.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the Council should not tinker with the bye-laws as they were working perfectly.  Cllr. Warnock stated that Longford was no different from other towns and counties and paid parking applied in all other towns.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that this town was haemorrhaging like most other town and it was important that all the parties looked at this matter in a positive manner.

The Town Clerk stated that the position in relation to rates, parking and rents in Longford Town is no different than any other town in the country and this is reflected in revenue figures issued by other towns.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that he supported the motion and that paid parking was recently withdrawn in Athlone.

Cllr. Mae Sexton noted that this matter was discussed at the April meeting of the Council also and noted that the way forward should be partnership between the Town Council and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and any other relevant trade organisation.

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton, this matter was deferred for consideration at a special meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Mayor Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow completion of the meeting.

Weight Restriction

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Mae Sexton and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-

“That this Council consider placing a weight restriction on the Ballymakeegan /Ferefad / Lisduff Road”.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that heavy goods vehicles were now using this road following the imposition of a weight restriction in Teffia Park and it was important that this local road was now given the protection of a 3 ton ban.

Cllr. Sexton stated that the enforcement of this measure must be paramount and requested the co-operation from the Gardai in this matter.    
Aries Fashion 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Mae Sexton and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-

“That this Council take action to secure former “Aries Fashion” premises in Glack”.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that this premises was the subject of anti-social behaviour and this resulted in a number of vehicles being burned in private homes in the area.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that this site was the subject of a Sue Ryder Foundation proposal for sheltered housing but unfortunately was not approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Cllr. Connellan stated that it was imperative we write to the Minister supporting the proposal for 2011 and it was agreed to circulate a copy of the letter to each councillor.

The Town Clerk stated that he had spoken with the owners of the premises and that they had given an undertaken to him to carry out remedial works at the rear of the premises and to the gates at the front.

It was agreed to leave this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Conferences 

The following list of  conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Tourism Conference, Youghal, Co. Cork – “Maximising the Tourism Potential of Heritage Towns” – 13th / 14th May 2010.

2)
Development Conference for Councillors – “Being Positive in a Negative Climate” – Castlecourt Hotel, Westport, Co. Mayo – 21st / 23rd May 2010.

3)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland – “Local Government for the Future” – Inishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana, Inishowen, Co. Donegal  – 

9th / 11th September 2010.  

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted by the members. 

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:__________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  9th June, 2010.      
