COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 7th December, 2011, at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh


Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan 




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Alan Mitchell 





Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton





Cllr. Gerry Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Town Manager



Mr. Brian McNeela, Town Engineer 




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore





The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.
Confirmation of Minutes of Joint Policing 

Committee Meeting held on 28th October, 2011
The Minutes of the Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on Friday 28th October, 2011, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Gerry Warnock.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted the bad publicity which Longford town had received in a national newspaper which spoke of Longford as a drug haven and the negative publicity which emanated from this.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that Longford Town Council should take the lead and initiative with the Gardai to combat the drug problem.
All of the members present spoke of the very disturbing reading which the article had produced and urged that more needed to be done to combat this evil.
A number of proposals were made in relation to action to be taken.  However, on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell it was unanimously agreed that the Town Council should seek a meeting with the Chief Superintendent in Roscommon in order to get the relevant information from him in relation to the fight against drugs and the location of the Drugs Squad.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he had previously been a member of the Longford Drugs Forum, however, since 2004 he had no communication from the forum and it was agreed that a letter be written to the forum requesting representation on the forum by Longford Town Council.

It was also agreed to write to the HSE in relation to the counselling service available within the midlands and to request the HSE to come and address a meeting of the Council. 

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly 
Meeting held on 2nd November, 2011  
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November, 2011, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Gerry Warnock.
Manager’s Orders 
The Manager’s orders submitted to the meeting were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received 

and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Presentations by Royal Canal Amenity Group 

It was agreed to take this matter in advance of the Town Clerk’s Report and the Mayor, Cllr. James Keogh, welcomed Mr. Noel McGeeney, Chairperson and Ms. Lisa Brady, both members of the Royal Canal Amenity Group Ltd.

Mr. Noel McGeeney outlined to the members the work of the Royal Canal Amenity Group since its inception and he spoke of the great work done on the restoration of the Canal between Spencer Dock in Dublin and the Shannon at Clondra and he noted with disappointment that the spur into Longford Town was the last remaining and the missing link in the chain.

Mr. McGeeney noted that a total of four hundred openings had taken place at the lock at Begnagh and he stated that one lock opening might provide access for three to four boats so there was a substantial number of boats using the canal to Clondra.
In his presentation, Mr. McGeeney requested the following:-

1)
The endorsement and commitment from Longford Town Council for the demolition of the old swimming pool and the repair of two culverts.

2) 
The Town Council commitment to the demolition of houses that have been built on the canal and banks and 

3)
Establish the phases in which the project will proceed and he suggested the following:-
(1) The repair of the culverts as this work will allow the re-

watering of the canal.  

(2)
The excavation of the harbour.
Ms. Lisa Brady informed the members that 2014 was considered the millennium for Longford following on the Battle of Clontarf and that the ambition will be to open the Harbour and the Canal for this occasion.
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that he had taken this project up with Minister Carey in the previous government and the Minister had agreed that this could be treated as a flag-ship project for Longford under the Rural Development Programme run by Longford Community Resources Ltd. 

All of the members present spoke in favour of the project and complimented Mr. McGeeney and Ms. Brady on the fine work which had been done over the years by the Royal Canal Amenity Group.  
The Town Clerk informed the members that it was the policy of a previous Council that these houses would be demolished if and when the harbour re-opened.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan it was unanimously agreed that this Council’s policy would be that these houses be demolished in the event of the canal harbour re-opening.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the repair of two culverts would be the subject of an application to the Longford Community Resources Ltd. under the Rural Development Programme for grant aid for this work and this application would be done in association with the Royal Canal Amenity Group.  He also stated that Longford County Council had undertaken to pay the full cost for the demolition of the old swimming pool.  However, the Town Council proposal to demolish it was deferred on the basis that it might prohibit the Group and the Council from applying for grant aid under the 
programme as work cannot commence until approval is received and he requested that this matter be taken up with the County Council in order to get an undertaking in relation to their previous commitments.  The Town Clerk stated that the committee which had been formed at the last meeting met and it was agreed that an underground engineering survey would be undertaken to establish the exact perimeter of the basin and to examine the constraints and this process was ongoing.

It was agreed that this project would be kept under continuous review.

The Mayor, Cllr. James Keogh, thanked the deputation for their worthwhile contribution to the meeting and their commitment to the Royal Canal.

Mr. McGeeney, on behalf of the deputation, thanked the members for their support for the project.   
Presentation by Frank Horne, Rapid Co-Ordinator, on Allotments 

The Mayor, Cllr. James Keogh, welcomed Mr. Frank Horne to the meeting.

Mr. Horne informed the members of dealings he had in relation to sites which were mentioned at previous meetings of the Council and other sites which he had identified.  However, for one reason or another none of these sites were suitable for the purpose required.  Mr. Horne stated that a new site had been identified at Clonrollagh, Longford, which was within walking distance of the town and was suitable for the purpose.  He stated that the applicant was now making an application to Longford Community Resources Ltd. for funding for the project and that the Town Council Technical Staff had given him the necessary support.  Mr. Horne stated that fourteen sites will be available at this location and it will now be necessary to build a roadway and paths giving access to the property and the other requirements will be water supply and a container for tools etc.  Mr. Horne stated that this work was proceeding and will not be finally determined until the grant application is finalised.

Cllr. Michael Connellan requested that a sub-committee be formed to deal with this matter and in order to work out the details for the project.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that there was spare land in a number of estates and that the tenants should be encouraged to till this land and if they are not interested that the neighbours should be invited to use it.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there may be other landowners in and around the town who would be in a position to avail of the scheme and if this pilot scheme was successful that it should be tried again possibly in green space allocations in estates.

Mr. Horne notified the members that Ms. Sheila Tipper, Housing Liaison Officer, had undertaken a similar type project in the back gardens in Springlawn.

Mayor James Keogh stated that Acorn had undertaken a similar project in gardens at the rear of St. Michael’s Road.

In conclusion, the members thanked Mr. Horne for his presentation to the meeting and it was agreed to keep this item under regular review.    
Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and the  Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-
1)
Roadworks 

Ballymahon St. Footpaths
The footpath upgrade is now complete on Ballymahon Street and Earl Street.  ESB are working on the removal of the overhead cables. 

The Town Clerk stated that the ESB had once again let the Council down with their failure to carry out works in time.  He stated that some time back they had been asked to complete these works in early December but however, had the arrogance to throw the blame back on the Council when the outstanding work was their responsibility.  He also stated that he was not in a position to say when the work of connecting the supply to the new poles and the lifting of the old poles would take place.
Park Road



The upgrade of the footpaths 

on the Park Road is due to be 

complete this week.

This work is being done under the Smarter Travel Scheme. 

2)
Public lighting


Public lighting in MacEoin Park has been upgraded.

Public lighting will be upgraded in College Park in the coming weeks.

Longford County Council will be upgrading the public lighting with energy efficient lights on Main Street.  Similar type lighting heads will be used on Ballymahon Street.

Lighting in the Market Square to be upgraded.
3)
Housing  
Work on extensions / renovations are complete at the following addresses:-


17 Pearse View


10 Harbour Row

Energy upgrade of 6 houses at various locations has commenced.

Day to day minor housing repairs is ongoing.

4)
Cemetery

Cemetery improvement works are ongoing by the Cemetery Caretaker.

5)
Provision of Cycle Path at Canal 

Work is complete on the footpath / cycleway along the canal.  A grant of €140,000 was approved for this project.  This work is being done under the Smarter Travel Scheme. 

6)
Provision of Public Lighting at Canal 

Longford Community Resources Ltd. have approved grant aid for this project in association with Longford Tidy Towns and Royal Canal Amenity Group.  This will provide lighting to Churchland Bridge.  This project is almost complete.

7)
ESB Electric Cars 

ESB will be installing an electric charge point on church Street in front of the VEC offices.  This work is due to be complete by the end of the year.

Suspension of Standing Orders 
Mayor James Keogh stated that he was adjourning the meeting as the time allowed in Standing Orders had elapsed and he also stated that he had an official function to attend.  However, on the proposal of Cllr. Mae Sexton, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed not to suspend Standing Orders and it was unanimously agreed that Deputy Mayor Paul Connell take the Chair. 
The Town Clerk informed the members that he had received a letter from the Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry in relation to matters relevant to the town and he outlined to the members details of the letter under four headings.  The letter noted the co-operation in the economic well being and development of the town between the Chamber and the Council and the Chamber looked forward to this continuing co-operation in the coming year with the following suggestions:-

Sign Posting 

The Chamber outlined details of improved signage in relation to car parks and the Town Clerk stated that Town Engineer had met with Chamber representatives in advance of the meeting and that a number of new proposals had been agreed and these signs had now been ordered and would be put in place as soon as they arrived.  

Christmas 

The Chamber acknowledged the free parking on Saturdays in December in the run up to Christmas and the Town Clerk informed the members that the Council had already agreed to free parking on Fridays and Saturdays in the month of December in all the off-street car parks.

Shopping Centre Car Park   

The Chamber outlined difficulties which they had in this car park and requested a meeting.  
However, the Town Clerk informed the members that there was an agreement with Tesco in relation to car parking in this car park and that the matter would need to be discussed with Tesco in advance of any meeting with the Chamber.  The Town Clerk undertook to contact Tesco in this matter.

Parking Fees 

The Chamber raised the issue of parking fees and requested that parking fees and times be re-examined in light of the current economic depression.

The Town Clerk informed the members that this matter would be considered by them at the Budget Meeting to take place later in the month and this was agreed.  
The Town Clerk informed the members that a delegation from Longford Town Council members had met with Minister Michael Ring, Junior Minister  for Tourism and Sport, and the Secretary General of his Department in relation to grants for extensions to the Gymnasium in the Mall and the provision of a wood pellet burner in the Sports Centre in the Mall.
The Town Clerk stated that Minister Ring had expressed disappointment that the word cronies was used in respect of his involvement with the scheme of grants under the Sports Capital Programme and he stated that no organisations or bodies got any kind of preferential treatment from him.  The Minister went on to explain that the first refusal which Longford Town Council had got in relation to the grant application was solely because the Department of Finance did not have the money at the time and when monies did become available a further application was sought from the Council.  Mr. Rooney informed the members that the time allowed with the second application did not allow the works to commence let alone conclude.  The members of the deputation did impress upon the Minister the confusion in his letter between the matter of three quotes for the job and the statutory procurement process which the Council were legally obliged to comply with.  The Minister informed the members that he was not in a position to say if the scheme will be continued in 2012 and Longford Town Council also impressed on him the necessity to issue calls for proposals as early as possible in the new year to ensure quality projects and to allow ample time for completion.

The Town Clerk also stated that the opening of the Canal Harbour was also mentioned to the Minister in his brief as Tourism Minister and he was invited to visit Longford to view the proposed project.

Mr. Ring referred us to the Smarter Travel Programme with the Department of Transport.  However, the Town Clerk informed the members that the Smarter Travel Programme in 2011 had very short deadlines for completion and this project which we propose to undertake would be of much longer duration.

It was agreed that a letter of regret be sent to the Minister in relation to the comments made and it was also agreed to write to the Minister requesting his presence in Longford to view the project.  

The members also noted a letter which had been received from Ms. Shirley O’Halloran representing Longford Farmer’s Market regarding an application to join the market from a young Longford man who had a proposal to sell fresh locally produced meat from a fridge van.

Cllr. Gerry Warnock stated that Longford town was a market town and the Market Square itself was the location of the market and he stated that markets had been allowed for the French Market and during Festival time.  Cllr. Warnock stated that the selling of fresh home produced meat fitted in with the selling of fresh fruit and vegetable and fresh fish.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted, however, that there were a number of butcher shops in the town who also sold their own produce and who were liable to high overheads and rates.

It was agreed to defer this matter for further consideration at the January meeting of the Council.
Items adjourned from November Meeting of the Council 
Notices of Motion       
The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“I request this Council to address the issue in College Park with regards resurfacing a portion of road, sorting out drainage issue in regard to commitment given to me early in the summer.”

Cllr Nolan stated that this was a lovely estate and this part of the estate was in poor condition and it was agreed that this matter would be deferred for consideration in the Road Works Programme 2012.
The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-
“That this Council put in place cycle lanes right throughout the town”.   

It was agreed that this matter would be considered in any future application for funding under the Smarter Travel Scheme.  However, the Town Clerk informed Cllr. Nolan that many of the streets in the town were the County Council responsibility and she was informed that she should take this matter up with the County Council.
Items for December Meeting of the Council

Joint Special Meeting with Longford County 
Council to discuss the acquisition of Connolly Barracks  
The Town Clerk informed the members that a recommendation had been received from the Connolly Barracks Sub-Committee to have a joint meeting. This was agreed and that the date be fixed by the County Council.

Fix date for the January Meeting of the Council 

It was agreed that the January Meeting of the Council would be deferred one week until the 11th January 2012 and it was also agreed that the Budget Meeting will take place on the same date Wednesday 11th January 2012 at 4.30 p.m.

It was also agreed that the pre-budget Meeting in Committee would be held on Monday 12th December at 6.00 p.m. and that a Special Meeting to discuss Local Government Re-Organisation would be held immediately after this meeting at approximately 7.30 p.m.
Update on Cluid Develoment at St. Michael’s Road

The members noted the latest update on the Cluid Housing Development.

Taking in Charge – Lisbrack Downs and Fee Court 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the public notice in relation to Lisbrack Downs and Fee Court had been served.  However, he requested that the application for Lisbrack Downs be deferred for the moment.

The Town Clerk informed the members that Water Services had raised some outstanding issues in relation to Fee Court.  However, he stated he had an agreement in relation to the acquisition of lands from the owner of this estate and in accordance with that agreement that the Council would take responsibility for any issues which might arise even though the estate is there a number of years and no problems had arisen.    
On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to take in charge the Fee Court development.

The members noted that the taking charge of Lisbrack Downs had come before them at a previous meeting and it was noted that there were a number of outstanding issues.
Notices of Motion 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“Councillor Michael Connellan is calling on Longford Town Council to erect metal railings from Bridge Street to the old Mill adjacent to Fee Court as a safety measure for pedestrians and cyclists who walk along the Camlin river on a daily basis”. 

Cllr. Connellan stated that this work should be carried out as a matter of urgency in view of the dangers which the pathway left to children and it was agreed to look at the various options open to the Council in this matter.  However, the Town Clerk informed the members that the approximate cost of carrying out this work was €15,000 and that this finance was not available at present.  It was also agreed that this would be discussed at the forthcoming budget meeting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Gerry Warnock and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“I propose that we have an in-depth discussion about the proposals as outlined in the Local Government Efficiency Review Group Report 2010 regarding the downgrading and the abolition of Town Councils, with a view to inviting the Oireachtas Members elected from our Constituency to a joint meeting with the other Town Councils from the Constituency, to make a case for the retention and the enhancement of Town Councils”.

It was agreed that this matter would be discussed at a special meeting of the Council to take place immediately after the Budget Meeting in Committee on Monday 12th December at approximately 7.30 p.m.

Conferences 

The following conferences were considered suitable for Members of Longford Town Council to attend:-

1)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Promoting Volunteerism – Westport Plaza Hotel, Castlebar Street, Westport, Co. Mayo – 2nd / 4th December, 2011.

2)
Elected Members Training Seminar – Public Sector Expenditure, Where is Ireland spending above the odds – The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway City – 6th / 8th December, 2011.

3)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Water Services (Amendment) Bill 2011 - The Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford – 9th / 11th December, 2011.  

4)
Local Governance Training Seminar – Health & Safety and the Councillor, The Insurance & Liability Issues – Clonmel Park Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – 9th / 10th December 2011.

5)
Elected Member’s Training Seminar – Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 – The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway City – 16th / 18th December 2011.

Correspondence 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted a letter which had been received from the National Transport Authority.  The letter requested observations on a Private Passenger Bus Service to Mullingar Hospital via Mullingar Texas, Clogher, Delvin, Collinstown, Castlepollard, Coole, Abbeylara, Granard and Ballinalee and the Council supported this proposal.  

Cllr. Nolan also requested that the following observation be forwarded:-

“That a similar service be provided to Tullamore Hospital serving Ardagh, Carrickboy and Abbeyshrule and a number of villages in Co. Westmeath”. 
Any other business 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised the issue of the closing of the Camp Road.  He stated that under the notice served this road was due to be open on Friday next.  However, there was no indication that this was going to happen.

The Town Clerk undertook to find out this information and inform the members accordingly.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   11th January, 2012.
